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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
ANZAC CEREMONY - FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE

HEAD COUNCILLORS ANNOUNCED

WEDNESDAY 5 MAY … COME ALONG
The first week back in Term 2 we will hold our annual
school ANZAC field of remembrance ceremony. This will
be on Wednesday 5 May at 9.30am and parents are
welcome to attend. The ceremony will take place under
the flagpole,
hosted by
students and
involve the whole
school.
Unfortunately this
could not take
place last year due
to the lockdown.

JOIN THE COUNCILLORS ON ANZAC DAY
The school will be represented on ANZAC day, 25
April by the school councillors and the Head Boy and
Girl will be laying a wreath at the cenotaph in
Papakura.
If you would like to join the school in the parade
please be at the carpark opposite the police station in
Papakura at 8.15am. I do ask that parents please stay
at the service. This usually is one hour long.

TE TAIWHANGA KAI
Te Taiwhanga Kai, our new staffroom rebuild is
nearing completion. All things going to plan the
staff will be able to move into the new room after
the blessing on Monday 3 May, the first day of
Term 1.

Aden (Year 8, Room 3) and Myiesha (Year 8, Kanuka) have
been selected as Head Boy and Girl this year. Both Aden and
Myiesha display the high values and dispositions we expect
of a head councillor. Their families had to keep the
announcement secret all weekend before they were
announced at assembly on Monday. The two families were
able to be present for this then they were invited to have
morning tea with the staff.
Their first duty will be laying the wreath on behalf of
Opaheke School at the ANZAC Day Papakura Civic Service.
POPPY WEEK

There is still time for
students to bring a
gold coin donation to
school and receive a
poppy. All proceeds go
HAVE GREAT BREAK
to the RSA. The last
I would like to wish all the students, and parents, an enjoyable school holiday day is Friday.
break over the next 2 weeks. A reminder that school finishes at the normal
Councillors will come
time on Friday.
around to all classes
I look forward to hearing about your adventures when we return on Monday
each morning.
3 May.

You will see in this newsletter an invitation for
parents to attend. It will be great to see you there
to share in the celebration.
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Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness,
serious injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi,
special permission from the Principal.
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Sports Update
North Counties Soccer Tournament
The North Counties Zone Soccer Tournament was held at McLennan
Park on the 31st March. The heavens opened up and gave the students
a real winter sport experience. That didn’t stop the Opaheke girls or
boys teams from giving it their all across their three half an hour games
Not only did they support each other well in their teams, they were able
to experience many different positions on the field and came away with
a richer knowledge of the sport. A big thank you to Albie Giles for
coaching the girls on the day giving them the encouragement they
needed to have fun, Mr Marshall for coaching the boys and Angelique
and Jamie for the supporting and looking after our gear.
The teams:
Girls – Kalpana, Leah, Sophia, Alisha, Leelee, Kaeo, Cindy, Ellie, Katlyn,
Kiara, Leyah, Sarah.
Boys - Dylan S, Karmanjit, Kora, Darnell, Onkar, Aycen, Agamjot,
Bhavandeep, Sione, Vice, Ashley Mc, Cayden, Liam, Connor.

Deep Water Survival Skills
On Wednesday 31 March, the Year 5 and 6 students
went to Massey Park pools to learn some deep water
survival skills. They participated in different activities
including swimming laps, duck dives and the help
position. They also practised jumping in to the water
with and without a life jacket, floating, group huddle,
sculling along with treading water. The students
came away feeling more confident about being in
the water and what to do if they need help.

House Leaders
Tanemahuta

Ruaumoko

Year 6 - Colby D
and Charlotte T

Year 6 - Logan P and
Moko-Iti K

Year 5 - Tyreece H
and Ava V

Year 5 - Ike K and Mila
A

Tumatauenga

Tangaroa

Year 6 - Jonathan-Ryley H
and Elizabeth C

Year 6 - Noor D and
Katie W

Year 5 - Omar N and Ruby E

Year 5 - Curtis H and
Tabitha M
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Celebrating!
STAR Award Recipients

BOT Notices

Our term one focus is Teamwork.
Well done to all our students who received awards over the
last three weeks.
Great work team!

Term 1 Week 9

PTA Notices

Term 1 Week 11

CROSSING ROSTER
We urgently need your help on our school
road crossings. Just 25 minutes once a week.
Opaheke Road—Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday afternoon 2.20—2.45 pm.
If you can help on any of these days please
let the office know urgently.

Our patrollers need to have a parent with
them when they go on duty. You need to
stand at the side of the road to help monitor
the crossing and help them set up.

Lily H - Robinson Family Cup

Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy
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Reading Aloud
Kids benefit greatly from being read aloud to every day. Research proves the more you read aloud
the better children become at reading. Teachers at Opaheke School make it a daily practice to read
aloud to their students regardless of what age they are. Kids are never too old to be read to. Buddy
class reading will begin next term where two classes are buddied up, (usually older students with
younger ones) and each week they get together and share reading of books. It is a time enjoyed by
all.
Do you regularly read aloud to your child/children? Some students slip back in their reading levels
over the holiday breaks, so if you can read aloud to your child/children over the holidays, you will be
helping to prevent this from happening.

“If a child has never heard a word, the child will never say the word;
and if you have neither heard it nor said it, it’s pretty tough to read it and to write it.”
(Jim Trelease, The Read-Aloud Handbook)

PEER MEDIATION
Peer Mediation is a school program for Years 6-8, in becoming a new Peer Mediator students will
learn essential life skills for peaceful conflict resolutions such as how to become an active listener,
how to identify a person's feelings and also how to write down statements if needed. The skills
taught will help to empower students to build positive and caring relationships with others
especially when conflict arises over differences.
Peer Mediation is a rewarding and special job for students. It allows students to resolve conflict
out in the playground. They learn new skills which earn them a badge and certificate. Becoming a
Peer Mediator takes time to learn, so that's why we have a
buddy system where a trained Peer Mediator supports new Mila
Alexander
Tyla
trainees over a six week training period.
Moko Iti

Luca

Our first training session started on the 23rd March and we Mannatpreet Rhylee
hope to have all our new trainees out in the playground
next week. I wish to congratulate our new trainees.
Joanne
Thiwa
My role will be to keep you updated with any new
developments with our Peer Mediator service for 2021.
By Kiniasi (Peer Mediation Liaison Person)
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Alishba
Ruby

Jasmine

Cooper

Kayla

James

Kesaia

Oscar

Charlotte

Brooke

Logan

Katie
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Our Staff
Welcome to Frances Kitzen
Hi I am Frances Kitzen. I have been teaching for many years, in and around the Papakura area. This year, I
have been employed to work at Opaheke School, as a release teacher, one day a week. I am also called on
to work extra days if teachers are away sick or on professional development courses.
As I have been working in different classes, I have enjoyed the opportunity to meet and work alongside
students of all ages. I love the enthusiasm and energy that the children
bring to the classroom, along with their willingness for new learning.
I have had a long association with Opaheke School as my son was a past
pupil, graduating back in 2004.
Even though there are only two of us at home, life in our house is busy.
My husband and I love to travel, especially around New Zealand. Whist we
have travelled overseas, our happy place is to find roads that are far less
travelled. In fact, the windier and gravellier they are, the better. When we
are not travelling, cars play a big part of our lives as well. We are involved
with several car clubs where we organise and run events such as hill
climbs, rally sprints and car shows to raise money for charity.
However, despite all this, there is always time for our 3 year old grandson.

Winter is coming
With Winter just around the corner please ensure that
your child/children have a change of clothes in their
school bag if they tend to get muddy/wet whilst playing.
Please also remember students are not permitted to play
on the field in long pants when
it is wet. If your child is wearing
long pants to school and wants
to play on the field at morning
tea or lunch time please ensure
they bring a pair of shorts,
either under their long pants or
in their school bag.

Lunchtimes at Opaheke
Lunchtime Soccer!
The Year 5 and 6 students can meet with Miss
Patel for a friendly game of soccer
every Monday at lunchtime. We usually have at
least 60 kids coming to join, so we end up
having two fun games of Soccer, one for year 5
and the other for year 6.
We have enjoyed every game having fun and
exercising. Soccer helps us with team work and
collaboration. We team up with people I
wouldn't usually play with and every game makes the rest of the day better.
Soccer is very fun and every time we play, lunchtime ends too soon. I would
love to play all day long.
By Curtis, Trey, Salvation and Siobhan.
I love soccer, its all I want to do! Curtis Rm6
I love soccer because I like to play with my friends. I can run and get
goals. Trey Rm4
I love soccer because I get to play with my friends and I am getting better every
time I practice. Salvation Rm4
I enjoy playing soccer because it helps me team up with other people who I
would not usually play with. Siobhan Rm5
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ROOM 10 - YEAR 1 & 2
We read the book: “The Gardener’s Maze”, and we built our own mazes.

We spent a day doing Purple activities to support children with epilepsy.

Three times a week, we get to spend time with Mrs. Ruyg in PMP. She helps us to develop
strong bodies and minds with all sorts of fun, creative activities.

Jasmine M - John Wallace Memorial Cup

Jacob H - John Family
Cup, Head Boy
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Lily H - Robinson Family
Cup
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IMPORTANT DATES
12-16 April
15 April
17 April
3 May
3 May
5 May
7 May

Poppy Week
PTA Disco
School Holidays Start
Term 2 Starts
Opening and Blessing of the Staffroom/Te Taiwhanga Kai
School ANZAC Ceremony - 9.30am
Counties Zone Orienteering

TEACHER ONLY DATES 2021
Friday 4th June 2021
Friday 20th August 2021
TERM DATES FOR 2021
Term 1—Tuesday 2 Feb to Friday 16 April
Term 2—Monday 3 May to Friday 9 July
Term 3—Monday 26 July to Friday 1 Oct
Term 3—Monday 18 Oct to Tues 14 Dec

WELCOME TO
SCHOOL

Kaedence & Eleanor (JH),

STAR AWARDS
Term 1—Team Work
Room

29 March

12 April

R1

Cindy

Emily

R2

Kesaia

Harshaan

R3
R4

PAID ADVERTISING

Dayton
Kade

R5

Connor
Tyler

R6

Rasela

Wanessa

R7

Taylah

Louise

R8

Moko Iti

Colby

R9

Ruby

Ryker

R10

Florea

Lucas

R11

Frankie

Lucy

R12

Lincoln F.

Arav

R15

Reshu

Joshua

R21

Azam

Amelia

R22

Winnie

Mia

R23

Aria

Macabe

R24

Daniel

Diamond

R25

Lincoln T.

Kylemore

R26

Ma’ata

Delta

Junior
Hub

Leighton

Ryan

Rhyder

Saskia

Kanuka

Hanna

Tyler

Manuka

Jasmine

Sophia
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