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Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

Please ensure your child is here every school day. 
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness, 
serious injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi, 
special permission from the Principal. 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 6 2021 

Wednesday 12 May 2021 

On Sunday 25 April several School 
Councillors represented the school at 
the ANZAC Papakura Civic Service. 
Head Councillors Aden and Myiesha 
laid a wreath on the school’s behalf. 

On the first Wednesday of the term 
the school held its own service 
hosted by school students. We laid 
out the Field of Remembrance and 
the whole school had the opportunity 
to remember those from our area 
who lost their lives in the war. 
Students who made 
poppies, cards and 
poems in their class were 
able to lay these at the 
end. This is the first year 
we had a student do the 
Last Post—well done 
Ryland. 

REMEMBERING THE ANZACS TE TAIWHANGA KAI OPENING 

PINK SHIRT DAY 

This year the School Councillors are organising and running an 

event around Pink Shirt Day which is the Friday of Anti-Bullying 

Week next week. 

Celebrated annually around the globe, Pink Shirt Day began in 

Canada in 2007 when two students took a stand against 

homophobic bullying after a new student was harassed for 

wearing pink. 

By celebrating Pink Shirt Day, you’re showing your school or 

workplace has zero tolerance for bullying and is helping to make 

Aotearoa a kinder, more inclusive place for all New Zealanders. 

Aotearoa has the third highest rate of school bullying out of 36 

OECD countries. Many studies show that students who are 

bullied are more likely to experience mental health issues, such 

as depression, anxiety and suicidal thoughts. 

Our rangitahi deserve to learn in a place where they feel safe 

and valued, where they are not afraid to be themselves. 

Together, we can create schools and communities that celebrate 

our differences and practise kindness and acceptance every day. 

Next week the councillors will be running a pink shirt poster 

competition for the different teams.  

We would like everyone 

to wear something pink 

next Friday 21 May. It 

doesn’t need to be a 

shirt but if you would 

like an official pink shirt 

then these can be 

purchased from Cotton 

On. Children’s sizes are 

only $15. 

WEAR PINK 21 MAY 

Finally Te Taiwhanga Kai was completed during the 

school holidays so that we could have our official 

opening and blessing on the first day of term. This 

will be a great space for staff and also for our Board, 
PTA and Community hui and events. 

7:30pm, Tuesday, 18 May 2021 
Public Meeting - an open invitation to Opaheke residents 

Opaheke School (in the hall), Tasman Drive, Papakura 
 

A letter from Auckland Council will be sent out today regarding 

this meeting, all Opaheke Residents are welcome to attend to 

hear what is in the plan and ask any questions. 

Future Transport Planning - Public Meeting 
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 Sports Update  

Counties Zone Orienteering 
On Friday 7

th
 May a group of 66 year 5, 6, 7 & 8 

students participated in the Counties Zone 
Orienteering event at the Auckland Botanical 
Gardens. 
The 11 teams of students had 6 courses to do 
which took them all around the gardens.  
One of our year 8 girls teams placed 3rd and 
will represent our Zone at the upcoming 
Auckland champs. 
Well done to Karla, Tylar, Waimaria, Leah, Zoe and Emily who will make up this team. 

Netball Results 

1st May 

Thunder POD Tabitha 

8th May 

Thunder POD Gunreet 

Crystals POD Freya 

Lightening POD Nina 

Storm vs Marist Magic , win 25-4.  POD Taylor 
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Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy Lily H - Robinson Family Cup  

Celebrating! 

STAR Award Recipients  

Our term two focus is Respect for Self and Others.        

Well done to all our students who received awards over the 

last three weeks.  

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We urgently need your help on our school road 

crossings. Just 25 minutes once a week. 

Opaheke Road—Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon 

2.20—2.45 pm. 

If you can help on any of these days please let the 

office know urgently. 

Our patrollers need to have a parent with them when 

they go on duty. You need to stand at the side of the 

road to help monitor the crossing and help them set 

up. 

 

 

CROSSING ROSTER 

Term 2 Week 2 

PTA Notices 

Gold Award Reading Eggs  

Congratulations to these students who have attained their 

gold award certificates in Reading Eggs over the last two 

weeks. 

So much hard work! 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to these students who have attained their gold award 

certificates for Mathletics over the last two weeks.  It takes 20 weeks of 

consistent effort to achieve one of these awards. 

So much hard work! 
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Learning about Anzac Day 

We will remember them… 

                        

Room 11, Year One students, learnt about the significance of the red poppy and ANZAC day. 

Room 7 wrote poems based on the Poem ‘So Much Depends Upon’ by William Carlos Williams.  W.C. Williams only used 16 words in 
his poem and we tried to communicate our Anzac message using just 16 words. Here are some of the  poems from Room 7.  
 
 
 
So much depends 
Upon  
 
Lives of young  
Soldiers 
 
Making sacrifices for 
Others 
 
So we can  
Remember. 
 
By Noor 
 
 

 

So much depends 
Upon  
 
A bright red 
Poppy 
 
On a white  
Cross 
 
Gaining all the 
Attention. 
 
By Xavier  

So much depends 
Upon  
 
ANZAC biscuits being  
Eaten 
 
Remembering the fighting  

Soldiers 
 
While wearing red 
Poppies. 
 
By Miracle. 

So much depends 
Upon  
 
The memories of  
Soldiers 
 
Their sacrifices and  
Loss 
 
Communities sadly mourning 
Them. 
  
By Louise 

So much depends 
Upon  
 
The soldiers who  
Fought 
 
Risking lives to  
Fight 
 
We will remember  
them 
 
 
By Lizzy 
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Kapahaka  

On Thursdays at lunchtime our Kapahaka group has their practice in the Rangitoto quiet area. 

Matua Oxenham teaches us about tikanga too, and we start each session with a karakia and then we 

share our pepeha. Our 

kapahaka group has 
been learning new 

waitata to support our 

school events like haka 
powhiri and the blessing 

of our new staffroom.  

We have around 32 
students who come 

along each week.   

 

 

 

 

 

Lunchtimes at Opaheke 

Our Staff 

Congratulations Mrs McCormack! 

Congratulations to Louana McCormack, our 

Librarian. Louana was one of 6 Support Staff 

members in 2020 to win a $6,000 Scholarship 

to further her studies. The papers she will 
complete include "Cultural competencies in the 

information environment" and "Te ao Māori in the 

information environment." Being able to support 
Māori and Pasifika students by using culturally 

responsive practices learned from her studies will 

foster acceptance and will encourage and build 
relationships between tamariki, herself and the wider 

local community of Opaheke.  

Louana has also been chosen as a judge for the 
Storylines Notable Book Awards for the Non-Fiction 
category. She will judge the Non-Fiction 
books alongside renowned New Zealand Author 
Tessa Duder.  
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Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy Lily H - Robinson Family Cup  

Jasmine M - John Wallace Memorial Cup   

ROOM 2 YEAR 7 

As was said in a previous newsletter “Kids benefit greatly from being read aloud to every day.” This is why 
at Opaheke school our students pair up with a buddy class and our older students read to younger  
students. Buddy reading not only has great benefits for our younger students, but our older students as 
well. Room Two is a year seven class doing buddy reading with a year one/two class. Room Two love  
buddy reading. Here is what they have to say about it.  

I like buddy reading because you meet people that you haven't meet before and you get to know them 
and you read them books. Nixon 
I like buddy reading because you get to know the person your reading with and they learn something 
new. You can say "Who's that?" or "Where does he live?" for some questions. Xavier 

I like buddy reading because it is fun to read to younger people and its really cool when they read 
to me too. Kiara 
I like buddy reading because you can meet people who are a few years older or younger than you.  
Another thing is reading new kinds of books and different language. Finally I like buddy reading because 
you can get better at reading. Evan 

I like buddy reading because I get to know other kids in the school and get to read out loud. Vice 

The reason why I like buddy reading is because you get to meet new kids and read to them. It’s really 
cool when they ask you what this means or what that means because you can explain to them and tell 
them. Katrina 
I like buddy reading because it helps you learn and teach the other kids new things, it is also fun because 
it can help you meet new people in the school. Another thing I like about buddy reading is that you can 
teach your buddy how to read new words they didn't know before. Buddy reading can be fun, because 
you can learn new things about other kids in the school. The last thing is that you get to play reading 
games with them, so they learn the words in the book. Lily 

I think that it is a good way for seniors to be able to help because it can help us in the future. As well as 
the little kids that we can help, so they don’t see us as the "Big scary seniors". It can also help by getting 
some extra time to read besides from just then SSR (super silent reading) we can read out loud as well so 
we make sure we don't read something as a mistake. Alex 
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We are learning to 

listen 

We are learning to 

make friends and help 

each other 

We are                learning 

to look after our things 

We are learning to 

share and take turns 

We are learning to talk 

with others 

We are learning to do 

things for ourselves 

Junior Hub 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

PAID ADVERTISING 

17-21 May Bully Free Week 

17 May  Asian Families Evening 6pm 

18 May  Opaheke Residents Meeting 7.30pm 

19 May  BOT Meeting 6.30pm 

21 May  Pink Shirt Day 

26 May  PTA Meeting 7pm 

26 May  National Young Leaders’ Day 

TERM DATES FOR 2021  

Term 2—Monday 3 May to Friday 9 July 

Term 3—Monday 26 July to Friday 1 Oct 

Term 3—Monday 18 Oct to  Tues 14 Dec 

Junior Hub—Alan, Almir, Aurelia-Jean, Choyrell, Danny, Eloise, Hope, Karlie, 

Khaleesi, Lochlan, Romeo, Savannah, Tyler. R4—Manraj.  
R6—Tailarh-Jayne. R11—Yaamini. 

WELCOME TO  

SCHOOL 

Room 10 May  

R1 Draven  

R2 Nikolai  

R3 Harlan  

R4 Mickey  

R5 Darien  

R6 Nuku  

R7 Imagejiin  

R8 Logan  

R9 Ruby  

R10 Luke  

R11 Niko  

R12 Freya  

R15 Elijah  

R16   

R21 Marshall  

R22 Cash  

R23 Campbell  

R24 Ruth  

R25 Hamiora  

R26 Eli  

Junior 

Hub 

Eloise  

Kanuka Darnell  

Manuka Myrtle  

STAR AWARDS 

Term 2 - Respect for Self and Others 

TEACHER ONLY DATES 2021 

Friday 4th June 2021 

Friday 20th August 2021 

Problems with Maths? 

Maths Tutoring  

Year 2 - Year 10 

___________________________ 

Contact Raman  

Phone: 0210485372 

Email:  

ramangill72@yahoo.co.nz 

mailto:ramangill72@yahoo.co.nz

