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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
COUNCILLORS JOIN 3,000
OTHERS

‘WE ARE INCREDIBLE’
We celebrated Support Staff Week by having a special
morning tea provided by the teachers and giving them
special cards that the students made.
We are very lucky here at Opaheke School to have an
amazing group of support staff who do a multitude of
different tasks. This includes; doing enrolments,
attendance, finance, property, administration and front
of house reception in the office; taking care of our
buildings and maintaining our environment; running
some of our special programmes including rainbow reading, English second language
classes and robotics. They support the teacher with groups of students in the class and
they provide individual support for students with specialist requirements.
We really couldn’t do without these dedicated and caring staff members.

On Wednesday
26 May the
School
Councillors
attended
National Young
Leaders Day at
the Vodafone
Events Centre in
Manukau. During the day the
students heard from inspirational
speakers who have either
overcome the odds, shown
passionate leadership or have
shown determination to achieve
great things for themselves and
others. There were also a lot of
fun games too. Approximately
3,000 students attended this
event which is one of several
NYLD held across the country.
Thanks goes the PTA for enabling
the councillors to attend through
their contribution made.

CONTACT US

SELF REGULATOR

Tasman Drive
Papakura 2113
Phone (09) 298 5410
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office@opaheke.school.nz
www.opaheke.school.nz

INNOVATOR

Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness,
serious injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi,
special permission from the Principal.
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Sports Update
Year 5/6 Winter Sports Day
The year 5 & 6’s had an excellent day at our Winter Sports Field Day last Wednesday 2nd June. We
had over 150 students playing across 3 different sports. We played Netball, Rippa Rugby and Soccer.
Students were able to choose their sport and had 4 sessions at their selected sport before taking on
other schools. Our Netball A team won all games, our Soccer A team got into the finals and drew
and our Rippa Rugby A team were complimented on their sportsmanship and positive attitudes.
Many thanks to all the parents and grandparents who helped us, you
made the day smooth sailing and we couldn't have done it without
you! Despite the slight rain shower we got caught it, we all had an
excellent day.

Counties Zone Rugby Tournament
On Tuesday 1 June four Opaheke students played as a part of the North Counties Under 45kg Rugby team in
the Counties Zone Tournament at Bruce Pulman Park.
Well done to our boys, who for some it was their first time playing rugby. They had a draw for their first game
and were outplayed in their other 2 games.

Netball Results
22 May
Magic POD Anja

CROSSING ROSTER
We urgently need your help on our school road
crossings. Just 20 minutes once a week.

Opaheke Rd—Wednesday afternoon
from 2.30—2.45pm.

29 May

If you can help please let the office know urgently.

Magic POD Chloe

Our patrollers need to have a parent with them when
they go on duty. You need to stand at the side of the
road to help monitor the crossing and help them set
up.

Crystals POD Natalie
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Celebrating!
STAR Award Recipients

Peer Mediators

Our term two focus is Respect for Self and Others.

Congratulations to our Peer Mediators who were announced at our
Week 4 assembly. These students volunteer and train to help keep
our playground a happy and safe place at morning tea and lunch
time.

Well done to all our students who received awards over the
last two weeks.
Great work team!

Gold Award Reading Eggs
Congratulations to these students who have attained their gold award
certificates in Reading Eggs over the last two weeks.

Term 2 Week 5

Board Notices

So much hard work!

Nag 2 Policy Review
This term the Board are
reviewing our NAG 2
policies for
Documentation and Self
Review. The proposed changes can be
viewed at the school reception from Monday
14th June to Friday 25th June. You are
welcome to provide feedback which the
Board will consider before final versions are
passed at the following Board Meeting.
Policies Under Review:
Documentation and Self Review Policy
• Board
• Self Review and Strategic Planning
• Parent-School Communication and
Consultation
• Reporting to Parents/Caregivers on
Student Progress
• Board Self-Review
Behaviour Management Policy
Physical Restraint Policy

PhotoLife Class and Individual
Class/Team photos will be taken on Thursday 17
June and children’s individual/sibling photos will be
taken on Friday 18 June. Pre order information was
sent home last week. If you need a form to book
your children in for a sibling photo please contact
the office (no pre schoolers or family from other
schools). The PTA have organised a Family Photo
day later in the year if you would
like other children included in a
family photo.

Student Led Conferences
The school will be holding Student Led
Conferences for children in Years 1-8 on Wednesday 30
June from 1pm - 7.45pm and an
extra day for Years 1 & 2 on Thursday 1 July from 3pm 5pm.
Parents of children in Years 1 & 2 will have an individual
15 minute face to face meeting with their child and
class teacher.
Parents of children in Years 3-8 will have a group 45
minute slot where they can visit their child's classroom
to discuss their learning with both their child and the
teacher.
Appointment booking information has been sent home.
If you have not received this please contact the office.
Attendance at these conferences is expected and
appreciated as part of your children’s education at
Opaheke School.
Please note that school will close at 12.30pm on
Wednesday 30 June as teachers will be involved in
conferences. The Ponga Road bus will leave at this earlier
time.
Lily H - Robinson Family Cup

Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy
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Our Staff
Support Staff Week
This week we celebrate support staff week. A chance to recognise all the hard work of our amazing
support staff. We are so fortunate to have such an awesome team at our school. They are invaluable
and we simply couldn't do our jobs with out them. Their individual work is often specialised and
unique but every bit is focussed solely on helping others. Our support team really is incredible! A
special morning tea was held on Tuesday morning with students creating, notes, cards and letters to
express their thanks too.

Lunchtimes at Opaheke
Every Wednesday lunchtime the year 5/6 participate in a Uni hockey game. There are 10 teams with
a mix of girls and boys.
Uni hockey is a mixture of field hockey and Ice hockey. It involves using plastic sticks and playing on
wooden floors.
Even though the area we play in is small it is a fast game as there are no outs. Everyone is super
tired by the end of the match.
So far the Year 6’s are dominating the competition but the Year 5’s are improving every game.

Learning with Digital Tech Open Afternoon
Coming up on Tuesday 15th June, 1pm.
Information will be sent home this week, keep an eye out. This is
always a lovely opportunity to our students to share their digital tech
journey with you.
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At Opaheke School we celebrated Samoan Language Week.
This is some of our work.
In Room 8, for art, we have
been doing Siapo patterns. We
started by sketching designs in
our artbook. Then we copied
the designs onto A3 paper. We
then outlined our design with
pastel.
Afterwards we scrunched the paper up to give it an old
look.
The final step was to add earthy-coloured dyes with a
paint brush.
Charlotte T.
Many students across the school worked with Mrs McCormack
to create beautiful leis. They used a combination of coloured
paper and straws. We think they look beautiful.

Siapo is a Samoan art form which inspired R24 who used
torn paper to make the background of their siapo and
cut a flower from folded coloured paper.

Samoa Language Week - Vaiaso o le Gagana
Sāmoa is the celebration of Samoan culture and
language and aims to encourage New
Zealanders to learn and experience some of it.

Samoan Language Week gives students of all
backgrounds the chance to learn some
basic Samoan and learn about Samoan culture.
It allows students who speak Samoan the
opportunity to share their knowledge in the
classroom.

Mrs Hastings told the
students in Room 9
what a fale is.
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ROOM 4—YEAR 5
We were asked to describe the reptile.

The crocodile lives in the dirty filthy Amazon River. With
big yellow, mouldy teeth sharp enough to break a reptile’s
scaly skin. His belly is the colour of moss on the crusty
musty river floor, with sharp green rocky scales all over his
back. He has tiny eyes almost like he can’t see, though he
does in fact have superb vision. His green, scaly, strong
arms and sharp claws make people fear him every day.
Alex
His skin is hard and bumpy, his teeth are white and sharp,
his body looks like a log fallen in the water. The crocodile
uses this log disguise to help catch his prey. You can
barely even see its eyes so you might even think there not
there. Mason

Has large sharp scary looking teeth that
scares away his food.
His skin is scaly bumpy to touch.
His short stumpy legs make it hard to
run.
He lives in a pond that has very murky
water.
He has large red eyes that are super
scary.
His long tail is great for whacking big
rocks.
Pania
3D Shapes
We have learnt to draw 3D shapes and
discovered it wasn’t as easy as we
thought. We loved making the shapes
with marshmallows, managing not to eat
any until the end of the session.
We are learning to draw the nets of
shapes.

His skin feels like it has been cut with a knife and then it
shattered.
His teeth a razor blade with a hint of blood.
His eye has been coved by his eyebrow.
The water is like green sleepy sea but with crashing waves.
His legs are short and stumpy.
He hovers over his food.
His pray is gone in the blink of an eye.
He's lurking in the interesting murky bubbling water.
He is a carnivore, a carnivore’s an animal with a taste for
blood. Kade
The water was murky. His teeth were shark like and he was
so long. The ground felt slimy. His eyes were small his legs
are very short. Today he has caught 12 fish with his mouth.
He has yellow teeth. His skin fells mushy. Can you guess
what the crocodile looks like yet? His teeth are sharp but
so short. He is a reptile and he is cold-blooded. That means
he can't stay in the shade for long or he will die. He waits
patiently for his next meal to stand near the side of the
dirty river where he will he will grab it by the mouth and
spin his body around. They have four legs and they’re fast
but not too fast. Deijhan

Jasmine M - John Wallace Memorial Cup

Jacob H - John Family
Cup, Head Boy
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A long time ago, Māori looked at the night sky to work
out the time and seasons. They used the stars to
navigate the oceans. For Māori, Matariki meant
remembering, fertility and celebrating. Dylan R

MANUKA
YEAR 8
Matariki

Maori New Year
Friday 2nd July
Matariki is the Māori name
for the Pleiades star cluster. It
rises during Pipiri (June/July)
and marks the beginning of
the Māori New Year.
Matariki is a holiday for all
New Zealanders. As of 2022 it
will be a public holiday. In
essence, it’s a time for
gathering with friends and
whanau to reflect on the year
that has been, appreciate the
present and look
forward to the year to come.

We can celebrate Matariki by celebrating with family
and friends, learning the history of our ancestors and
taking the time to respect the land we live in and by
cherishing it. Eva
Alphabet Key:
things I know
about Matariki.
A-ancestors
B-bread
C-crops
D-darkness
E-earth
F-feast
G-gathering
H-harvest
I-important
J-June/July
K-kapa haka
L-lightning
M-Maori
N-new year
O-ocean
P-Pleiades
Q-quilt
R-rocket
S-steven sisters
T-the day
U-universe
V-valuable
W-whanau
XY-yearly
Z-amazing!!!

Simarjot

Matariki signals a time of change and
growth. The successful growing of
the crops depends on how clear and
bright the stars are. If the stars are
hazy and you can’t see them
properly the crops wont be as good
because we will have a cold, harsh
winter. Kora
Different names from different
countries, for Matariki.
Subaru
The seven chickens
Mataariki
Mata ariki
Pleiades
Mul mul
Krittika
Mao
Makali'I
Eyes of the god
Ngā mata o te ariki o Tāwhirimātea
Little eyes
Qaid

There are many legends about the star cluster Matariki.
One of the most popular is that the star Matariki is the
whaea (mother), surrounded by her six daughters,
Tupu-ā-nuku, Tupu-ā-rangi, Waipunarangi, Waitī and
Waitā, and Ururangi. Each year Matariki and her
daughters journey across the sky each year to visit their
tupuna (ancestors). During this visit, each of the stars
help Papatūānuku (earth mother) to prepare for the
year to come, using their unique qualities or gifts to
bring mauri (life force) to her different environments.
Manuka class members would like you to research the
gift/skills each sister has.
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IMPORTANT DATES
9 June
9 June
10 June
14 June
15 June
17 June
18 June
22 June
23 June
24 June

Sports Camp Parent Meeting 7pm
Matariki Begins
Y7/8 Winter Field Day
Last Day for Scholastics Orders
Learning with Digital Tech Open Afternoon 1pm
PhotoLife - Class and Team Photos
Individual and Sibling Photos
BOT Meeting
PTA Pizza Day
Asian Families Evening

WELCOME TO
SCHOOL

31 May

R1

Zachary

R2

Lucy

R3

Tasi

R4

Skylah

R5

Nikita

R6

John S.

R7

Taylah

R8

Cooper

R9

Jaxon

R10

Aiden

R11

Nora

R12

Ausami

R15

Zac

R16

Leighton

R21

Te Kuiti

R22

Lauren

R23

Wlly

R24

Jazzleen

R25

Heretaniwha

R26

Manumi

Amy

Manuka

Benny

Friday 20th August 2021
TERM DATES FOR 2021
Term 2—Monday 3 May to Friday 9 July
Term 3—Monday 26 July to Friday 1 Oct
Term 3—Monday 18 Oct to Tues 14 Dec

PAID ADVERTISING

Our PTA Pizza Day is
coming up on Wednesday
23rd June.
Notices for this are being
sent home this week.
Orders are due in by 16th
June.

Junior
Hub
Kanuka

Friday 4th June 2021

Junior Hub—Abigail, Ajo, Amir, Blake, Declan, Edison, Layton, Lily
Lyca, Nyla, Oisin,

STAR AWARDS
Term 2 - Respect for Self and Others
Room

TEACHER ONLY DATES 2021

CHALLENGE TAKER

COLLABORATOR

INNOVATOR

THINKER

SELF REGULATOR

