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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
WONDERFUL WHEELS DAYS

STUDENT LED CONFERENCES
Student led conferences were held on
Wednesday 30 June for all classes and students
in Maungakiekie (Year 1-2) also had conferences
on Thursday afternoon.
It was a very good turn out and by this Friday all
those who missed out should be caught up. I
was particularly pleased to see the confidence
and ability of the students, even at a young age,
to talk about their learning using the learning
journals.

The councillors wanted to hold a fun day for students
with no fundraising involved so they held two wheels
days last week. One for juniors and one for seniors.
Judging by the number of wheels, especially for the
juniors, this was
popular with the
students.

It was also good to see some students and
parents having their conference in their first
language.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
It has been a very busy 10 weeks with lots of
learning, particularly in our focus areas of maths
and writing. As I think back over the term some
of the highlights for me were; the school
ANZAC day ceremony, orienteering at the
Botanic Gardens, the visit from writer and
author David Riley, girls and boys rugby
competitions, Pink Shirt Day, National Young
Leaders Day, Support Staff Week, staff
professional learning in writing, maths and

OPAHEKE INTERMEDIATE
ACTION GROUP

I, along with the DP of the senior
school, Miss Denise Horley, and Team
Leader of our Intermediate students,
Miss Jane Hamlin, met with 5 parents
to discuss some of the changes we
could make to improve the experience
for Year 7 and 8 students at Opaheke
School. We also looked at the student
voice of some of the Year 7 and 8
cultural responsiveness, the digi-tech students and all of the Year 6 students.
open afternoons, selection of a new
ICE CREAM DAY ON FRIDAY
From here we have compiled a list of
Board member, lots of New Entrants
some of these changes. These will be
starting school, the Kiwi Challenges,
‘Every day matters’, when we talk about student
sent out to all parents/caregivers of
attendance. Unfortunately our attendance is not great on a our Asian families evening, the free
Year 5-8 students, all students in Years
Friday - especially the last Friday of each term. I would like BaDaBoom show, Matariki Planting
5-8 and staff in survey form to decide
Day, Wheels Day and Student Led
to see this improve. This Friday the councillors have
which changes would be the most
organised a special treat. They will be selling ice creams in Conferences. I would like to wish you important to make. We would like to
a cone for juniors ($1) at morning tea and store bought ice all a safe and enjoyable school
implement some of these changes this
holiday. I will see you when you return year while others will need some
creams for other year levels ($2) at lunchtime. Students
on the first day of Term 3, Monday 26 planning to start next year.
must have a ticket to get an ice cream and they can only
July.
buy one.

COMING NEXT TERM: A Maths and Writing Parent Evening. Mark the date and time in your diary

THURSDAY 12 AUGUST 6PM—7PM IN THE SCHOOL HALL
CONTACT US

SELF REGULATOR

Tasman Drive
Papakura 2113
Phone (09) 298 5410

THINKER

office@opaheke.school.nz
www.opaheke.school.nz

INNOVATOR

Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness,
serious injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi,
special permission from the Principal.
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Sports Update

Opaheke Vs Drury
This years annual rugby match between Opaheke and Drury School was
hosted by Drury on Thursday 24th June.
The year 5 & 6 team, coached by Mr Oxenham, played first. It was a tough
game with Drury coming away with the win.
The year 7 & 8 team, coached by Mrs Smit, dominated in the first half 5 tries
to none. Drury came back in the second half with energy to win by 1
try.
All students played with great sportsmanship and displayed their
growing skills and teamwork.
Thank you to the parents who assisted with travel and supported
our students on the side-line.

Netball Results
26 June
Diamonds POD Noah
Crystals POD Lana
3 July
Crystals POD Cara

CHALLENGE TAKER

COLLABORATOR

INNOVATOR

THINKER

SELF REGULATOR

Celebrating!
Gold Award Mathletes

STAR Award Recipients

Our term two focus is Respect for Self and Others.
Well done to all our students who received awards over the
last two weeks. Great work team!

Congratulations to these students who have attained their gold award
certificates for Mathletics over the last two weeks. It takes 20 weeks of
consistent effort to achieve one of these awards. So much hard work!

PHOTOLIFE PHOTOS

Term 2 Week 9

We’re still waiting on login and password
details so that you can view/order these
photos. We will pass these as on soon as
we receive them from Photolife.
We expect to get these early next term.
Term 2 Week 10

PTA FAMILY PHOTO FUNDRAISER
The PTA have organised a Family Photo day on Sunday 22 August. This is a great way to get a photo of all the
Whānau. Perfect for Christmas presents! You receive a 253x330mm colour Family Portrait (normally valued at
$79.00 for only $20.00. - extra copies can be purchased. Flyers for bookings have been sent home, please let
the office know if you did not receive one.

Lily H - Robinson Family Cup

Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy
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Our Staff
Introducing Jane Boothby
I teach the Room 16 class which was opened at
the start of Term 2. Most of the children are still
5 so we do lots of work on the alphabet letters
and their sounds, we sing lots of waiata and we
read lots of books together.
I enjoy the enthusiasm of Year 1 learners and it
is satisfying seeing the progress they make over
the year. I love reading so I always enjoy it
when the class are fully engaged in a good
story.
I have two girls who attend Opaheke school and
we live locally. As a family we like doing the
simple things: going for walks and bike rides,
going to the beach, gardening and baking. I
care about our environment and we try our best to reduce our waste and carbon footprint. This
year I have been studying Te Reo Māori with Te Wānanga o Aotearoa and I recently went on my
first Noho Marae.

Lunchtimes at Opaheke

Every Monday lunchtime our year 5
& 6 students are welcome to come
to Room 7 to work on different
projects. These include projects like
coding in Scratch or Hour of Code or
simply coming along to get extra
time to work on earning points in
Mathletics to go towards their gold
certificates.
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Learning at Opaheke School
Matariki: Te Tau Hou Māori - Māori New Year.
The beginning of July marks the start of the New Year for
Māori communities. The date changes slightly each year as it
is linked to the turning of the moon, or te maramataka. The
reappearance of the star cluster known as Matariki identifies
the start of the new year.
Matariki art work created
by Room 11. (left)
We are creative.
Painted stars using the
end of recycled plastic
bottles. (Centre)
We are innovators!

Student Led Conferences 2021
It may have been a cold evening but the classrooms were warm and friendly. If
you did not make it to the conference your child’s teacher will be in touch. Your
child really wants to share their learning, progress and goals with you.

A Matariki scene
produced by students
who participate in the
Mindful Colouring Lunch
Club. (right).
We are collaborators.

Thank you for being part of the learning journey. With your support the learning
climb is much more achievable.

Visual Art
Room 24 have been exploring the effects of different media such as water colour paints, oil and
chalk pastels, crayons, and cut/torn paper collage.
Here are some recent artworks created, using chalk pastels and the smudging technique to
blend colours.
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ROOM 23 - YEAR 4

On Tuesday the 6th of July, Room 23 was lucky
enough to take part in a Matariki Planting
Day. We planted 1001 trees down on
Greenhaven Reserve! We were very excited.
We walked down with Rooms 22, 8, 7
our student councillors and a group of
amazing parent helpers. When we got
there, the trees were laid out along the
reserve waiting for our eager hands to
get busy… and dirty!
We dug holes, put the trees in, pushed the earth
down around the trees, and did the pukeko test.
The pukeko test makes sure that a passing pukeko
can’t lift the tree out of its new hole.
We also found so many
worms! At ten o’clock
we had a snack before
getting back to work
and planting some more trees. We had
the best time! Thanks to Miss Marquet,
Auckland Council and Whitebait
Connections for helping us on Tuesday.
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Kanuka use learning journals to
celebrate successes and reflect upon
learning or activities we have
participated in.
Here are some examples of our learning
journal posts celebrating work we are
proud of or sports events we have
participate in.
Here are some examples of our
Learning Journal entries.

We had a very close game, they
beat us by one point. They got
6 we got 5. We won the first half
but the second half wasn’t our
half. We went from 5-0 to 5-6.
We put up a fight but they
didn’t like how we were beating
them on our home ground.
They turned it around and beat
us on our home ground they
put up a fight. I think we just got
really tired when we got to the
second half so that was game.
We had pizza after and we got
to know a little bit about the
players. It was a good game.

Opaheke v Drury
Kaden M.

Aute Artwork with Mrs Chatterton
Hanna M

This is my Aute artwork we did with Mrs Chatterton. It is based on traditional
Maori art where people prepare & paint on tapa cloth. To make ours we first
made our sketch (which had to be a repeating pattern) we then drew it out on our
piece of paper. The next step was to colour in with crayons then scrunch it all up
and put some dye on it then let it dry.

The best moment of my day was being in
mid field and being able to go up to other
players trying to get the ball off others and
sometimes I liked being a striker. I was a
challenge taker. Because when I went up to
mid field and striker I didn’t really know what
to do but I still gave it a try and was pretty
good. Challenges during the day. We versed
a school called Kauri Flats. Their skills and
teamwork were very challenging. I think I did
very well. Because I think I'm good at
defense. Like whenever someone comes, I
can just kick it away to the other goal for my
team mates to score. I think I could do better
at striker by passing the ball to my team and
not be greedy with the ball and have more
sportsmanship. We played nine games.
Strathallan had four teams which was difficult
because every team we went to, the team got
even harder. I think my team went well. We
won 2 games against 2 teams and lost our
other games. I think we can improve by just
practising and to never give up. Something
that impressed me was the team work from
Kauri Flats. Their passing and kicking was
amazing and their communication was very
good. Dayton A.
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Pobble 365
Mohammad R.

Timidly, she pushed back the branches and peered into the
clearing. Sunshine drenched the ground as it poured through
the canopy above. She had been following the trail of clues for
days and she had finally reached her destination. Were the
stories true? Was this really the place people in her village had
talked about for centuries? She hoped her own story would have
a fairytale ending, but in the back of her mind a sickening
thought arose, what if something more sinister waited ahead? It
was the blacksmiths castle he was the most feared man. He
crafts the most dangerous and sharp weapons, I have to go
inside, I need his help to save my village. I'm going inside. Ten
minutes later... wow that was hard, it's like he doesn't have an
entrance. Hello is anyone there I need your help Mr. blacksmith,
my village is under attack, I barely escaped. WHO GOES THERE?
SPEAK YOUR NAME! My name is Jasmine, I need your help. Why
should I help you? Because you’re my father HAHAHA. I'm no
one's father. Your name is Jamal you’re from Europe, you
married a lady named Ava then she had a baby and called her
Jasmine. Ava fell ill and unfortunately died. As for the baby you
gave her to the village. No you're not my daughter. I am, please
it's me, you have to understand me. Fine where's your village. 30
minutes later... ok we’re here. Ah help, look its grandma. What
happened here? The curse of your mother, she's back to haunt
us. She stabbed me *Dies*. NO GRANDMA!!!!!!!! I'm
sorry said a deep voice, your mother was also a witch, and she
hated this village because of the way they treated her.
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IMPORTANT DATES

8 July
9 July
9 July
26 July
29 July
30 July
4 Aug

PTA Disco
Ice Cream Day
Term 2 Ends - finish normal time 2.30pm
Term 3 Begins - begin normal time 8.25am
Rosehill College Talks
Y5-8 Cross Country
Y7/8 NC Cross Country

WELCOME TO
SCHOOL

TERM DATES FOR 2021
Term 2—Monday 3 May to Friday 9 July
Term 3—Monday 26 July to Friday 1 Oct
Term 3—Monday 18 Oct to Tues 14 Dec

Devlin - R16. Baninderjit—R21. Grace –R10.

STAR AWARDS
Term 2 - Respect for Self and Others
Room

28 June

5 July

R1

Agamjot

Jasmine

R2

Nikolai

Xavier

R3

Cooper

Aden

R4

Bailey

Rebecca

R5

Archin

Nina

R6

Curtis

Kandyce

R7

Maia

Jordyn

R8

Caja

Heaven

R9

Aaliayah

Fletcher

R10

Carol

Harper

R11

Lily

Roman

R12

Flynn

Kara

R15

TEACHER ONLY DATES 2021
Friday 20th August 2021

PAID ADVERTISING

Alyssa

R16

Lily-Breeze

Celeste

R21

Blayke

Gurnoor

R22

Stunner

Mika

R23

Ollie

Molly

R24

Jessiah

Anraj

R25

Tevita

Charlotte

R26

Hannah

Anaru

Junior Hub Almir

Aurelia

Kanuka

Mohammad Myiesha

Manuka

Dylan S.

Jorja
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Lost Property
This will be displayed each
morning (weather permitting)
outside Room 18 (beside the
hall) this week. If your child
has lost any clothing at
school this term please check
for it here.
Anything still remaining here
on Friday will be donated to
charity.
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