
Letter #5 

 

Monday 23rd August 2021  

  

Dear Parents and Caregivers of Ōpaheke School 

  

Kia ora koutou,  

 

I hope you’ve had the opportunity to get some rest this weekend. I was so pleased last 

week to see so many children involved in online learning despite the complexities of 

parents/caregivers also working from home or being an essential worker. 

Like you, I will be eagerly watching the Prime Minister’s briefing this afternoon to find 

out whether or not we move down levels in Auckland tomorrow night. I will send a 

letter out tomorrow if there is a move down in levels.  

 

Devices 

Thanks to Associate Principal, Mrs Nikkie Laing and our IT support person, Mr Jeffrey 

Burke for spending their weekend at school preparing devices for a number of families 

who filled in the device request form.  

These devices are now ready for distribution. Mrs Pryor and I are carrying this out today 

from school either through staggered contactless pickup, or contactless drop off. You 

can expect a phone call today to arrange this. 

Any requests received after 6pm yesterday will be processed on Tuesday ready for 

distribution on Wednesday. 

We will then reassess the situation. We do ask that parents are patient. 

 

Packs 

With devices being the priority at this stage there are a small number of families 

identified by teachers who require hard packs. We will be looking at this on Wednesday, 

when we hope to get these out by. 

 

Playgrounds 

All playgrounds are not allowed to be used during level 3 and 4. This includes the 

school playground. If you are one of our close neighbours, we kindly ask that you 

please refrain from entering the school grounds during Level 4.   

 

Vaccinations 

Young people ages 12-15 will be able to join parents or caregivers getting their 

vaccination, making it easier for families to get vaccinated together. 

From Friday 20 August, as parents or guardians become eligible to book their own 

vaccine, they can also book any 12 to 15-year-olds in their family or whānau 

People who already have a booking may be able to add an existing booking or make an 

additional booking for their 12 to 15-year-old. 

 

There are several ways young people aged 12-15 and their family or whānau can get 

their vaccine, including: 



• at a community vaccination hub  

• at a GP or community pharmacy offering the vaccine  

• at other community-based sites such as faith-based locations or marae.  

• At this stage, the COVID-19 vaccine will not be available to children through 

their school-based vaccination programme. We will keep you updated on any 

changes in that area 

 

A Message from the Ministry of Education 

We hope you are doing OK at the moment – but it is also OK if you aren’t.  

 

As the Mental Health Foundation of NZ says, “it’s all right to feel a range of emotions 

right now. Going into a Level 4 lockdown is a big deal and it brings all sorts of different 

feelings to the surface, including frustration, worry and even gratitude. However, you 

are feeling, know that you’re not alone – we’re all going through this together.” 

If you need to talk, check in with a friend or whānau member, or free call/text 1737 to 

chat with a trained counsellor. It's free and confidential. There are also a lot of other 

supports available to you, your whānau and your community if needed.  

You will also understand the importance of routine for your family. If your routine has 

been shaken up, it’s good to structure your time. Routines are reassuring and promote 

health and physical wellbeing. 

For our Pasifika families, if you are not aware the Ministry for Pacific Peoples’ has been 

working to ensure useful information is available to Pacific peoples in nine different 

languages.  

A big thank you to all of you for taking the lockdown so seriously – we’ve seen before 

that staying at home will break the chain of transmission and save lives. Breaking the 

rules could risk someone close to you and if the rules are not complied with, this could 

risk the lock down period being extended or could risk the virus being spread to 

thousands.  

Please keep checking the locations of interest and get tested if you were at that location 

at the specified time, or if you have symptoms which could be COVID-19. 

 

 

As always, please let us know if there is anything you need to support you and your 

tamariki during this time. 

 

Stay safe and be kind to one another.  

 

Ngā mihi 

 

Sean Valvoi 

https://www.facebook.com/mentalhealthfoundationNZ/posts/10158737504528423
https://www.facebook.com/mentalhealthfoundationNZ/posts/10158737504528423
https://www.facebook.com/mentalhealthfoundationNZ/posts/10158737504528423
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/covid-19/translated-covid-19-information/
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/covid-19/translated-covid-19-information/
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/contact-tracing-covid-19/covid-19-contact-tracing-locations-interest

