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WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOUR STUDENTS ON THEIR 
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FINAL FAREWELL AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

This marks the final newsletter for 2021. What a topsy turvey year it’s been, putting it lightly. Although we hoped for a better 

year after last year, Delta had other plans and managed to put the lives of so many people in turmoil for much longer than 

anyone expected. Over the last few weeks it’s been so nice to see more students at school and I have been impressed by the 

way they have kept to the health and safety measures we put in place. Especially the distancing and mask wearing.  

In this letter we farewell a number of staff, some of them very long serving. It is with sadness that I say farewell to the school 

after eight years. It is nice to see some of the students who started with me in my first year now leaving at the same time as 

me. I will always remember Opaheke School as having amazing students, talented teachers and supportive parents, Board 

and PTA. While the Board seek another Principal I know that you will be in the capable hands of Miss 

Denise Horley, who will act in the Principals position, and the very capable leadership team. 

Congratulations to all those students who won major awards this year. We were not able to hold the 

live Prizegiving; however, there is a video presentation on the Opaheke School Facebook page for 

you to view. Fortunately, we will be able to hold a modified version of the Year 8 graduation outside 

on the school grounds early Monday evening. I’m sure that they are all looking forward to seeing 

their friends and get the chance to dress up. This year we will have a catered meal. I would like to 

wish all the Year 8 students a successful start to college or high school next year. 

Hopefully we will see all schools in Auckland returning to a more normal routine to. It would be so 

nice to be able to welcome parents back into the school. 

Finally I would like to wish you all a fabulous Christmas and New Year. I do hope you get the chance 

to catch up with friends and family, especially those over the border after 15 December. The staff look 

forward to seeing you back at school on Tuesday 1 February 2022. 

It’s time to farewell Kay after 
her 31 years of service to our 
school and community. An 
incredible contirbution! 

Kay’s involvement with school 
first began when her daughter 
started school and she joined 
our PTA, in 1990!! Once her son 
started at Ōpaheke she joined 
our staff in an office support 
role in 1992. Kay has worked in 
our busy school office ever 
since, most recently as our 
enrolment officer. Her roles and contributions have been many 
and varied over the years. Her wealth of knowledge and 
extensive memory for how we do things, and where we keep 
things around here will be sorely missed. Thank you Kay for all 
that you have given to our school, your time, your expertise, 
your advice, encouragement and laughter! 

KAY HOTSON - 31 YEARS OF SERVICE 26 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OPAHEKE SCHOOL 

Mrs Vanessa McFlinn started 

teaching at Opaheke School in the 

last term of 1995. She soon became 

the face who greeted and settled in 

the school’s New Entrants. Vanessa 

taught New Entrants for a number 

of years before moving into the 

Year 2 level. 

As a co-Team Leader of the Y0-2 

syndicate, Vanessa has capably led 

and mentored many teachers in 

her time at Opaheke School. 

Vanessa has become a much loved and highly respected 

member of our educational community. Thank you for the 

amazing service you have given the school, Vanessa.  

We wish you all the best for your future endeavours. No 

doubt you will be looking forward to spending more time 

with your grandchildren.  
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 Farewell 

Anel van Tonder 

We also say 
goodbye to Mrs 
Anel van Tonder 
who joined our staff 
in 2020 from South 
Africa.  

Anel has been a very 
welcome additon to 
our team. A 
hardworking teacher, who has gone the extra 
mile for her students. She has fitted in like a 
glove and has always volunteered to provide a 
helping hand with anything that has been 
required. She has embraced kiwi life fully!  

We wish Anel and her family all the best for their 
new adventures in the Hawkes’ Bay! Farewell 
Anel. We will miss your sunshine and smiles.  

Anna Noy 

We also farewell Anna Noy who is taking more time to spend with her daughter, 
Juliette. Anna joined our team in 2018 and has taught in the  Year 5 and 6 team 
since then. Anna’s passion for education is obvious to all and her love books is 
contagious. 

Her contributions to our school include, leading our very successful ePro 8 
programe, the lit quiz and road patol to name a few. Anna’s mathematical 
knowledge and expertise is inspirational and she has continued to help with staff 
development whilst on leave. We are pleased that Anna will mainitain a 
relationship with our school as a reliever.  

We wish you well, Anna.  

Briar Archibald 

Mrs Briar Archibald has 

taught at Opaheke School 

since 2011. Briar taught at the 

Year 5 level for a few years 

and when she moved to a 
part time position began 

teaching at the Year 3 & 4 

level. In recent years, Briar 

has shown great adaptability 

whilst being in a job share 

position.  

Briar has contributed to 

support the school in many ways. Your hard work, smile 

and presence will be greatly missed. We thank you and 
wish you all the very best for what the future holds. Enjoy 

your retirement and longer stays at the beach. 

 

Principal’s Address to the Students 

I will be doing a final live address to all students at 9.30am on Monday 13 December. 
Students at school will view in their class and those at home will either link in or watch 

the recording on the Learning at Home website. 

It is so lovely to see the students participating in swimming lessons. 

The swimming timetable continues in term one and we look forward to seeing our students developing their 

swimming skills.  

Meanwhile, over the summer remember to stay safe around water.   

Swimming at Opaheke School 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

PAID ADVERTISING 

Reports and next year’s classes will be posted on the 13th December. 
 
13 Dec Final Day for Y8’s 
13 Dec Y8 Graduation - 5pm-6.30pm 
14 Dec Last day of the year - Students finish at 12pm 
26-29 Jan Office Open - 9am - 2pm 
1 Feb Auckland Anniversary 
2 Feb Term 1 Starts - Normal Time 

TERM DATES FOR 2022 

Term 1—Tuesday 1 Feb to Thursday 14 Apr  

Term 2—Monday 2 May to Friday 8 July 

Term 3— Monday 25 July to Friday 30 Sept 

Term 4 —Monday 17 October to Wed 15 Dec 

SUNHATS 

Our school hats are required 

during the summer terms 

one and four. You can 

purchase these at the office 

for $14.  

We accept cash and eftpos. 


