
27 January 2022 

 

Kei aku nui, kei aku rahi, tēnā koutou katoa i roto i ngā āhuatanga o te wā. 

 

The Ōpaheke staff is feeling refreshed and ready to go for the 2022 year and can’t wait to welcome 

everyone back onsite. Teachers are busy making their classrooms inviting for the arrival of their students. 

We can’t wait to see you again! 

 

We know learning kanohi ki te kanohi (face to face) is the best option for children and young people. It’s 

important for them to connect with their friends and teachers and it helps their social, physical and 

emotional wellbeing. So we are delighted that in the Red Setting we are able to support everyone learning 

onsite. This means we are open to all learners beginning Tuesday 1 February.  

 

Even with the Omicron variant, the risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools is low because of all the 

public health measures we will have in place.  It was reassuring to hear from the Department of Health 

and Ministry of Education that many of our learning activities can go ahead with minor modifications.  

 

The Plan for Opaheke School: 

Our ongoing health measures will continue this year. These are: 

• being vigilant with hygiene measures such as handwashing, coughing/sneezing etiquette 

• keeping to class groupings and not cross grouping classes  

• ensuring our classrooms are well ventilated  

• continuing to practise physical distancing where possible. 

• wearing a face mask in Years 4-8 when indoors. Masks must fit snugly and seal well around facial 

contours. This can include single use, disposable masks (medical masks) and re-usable fabric 

masks with three layers for students.  

• restricting visitor access  

All students in Year 4 and up who use the school bus are required to wear a face mask. Note that this is a 

new requirement from the Ministry of Health. In order to keep everyone safe and minimise risk, all parents 

and caregivers will be required to say goodbye to their child at the school gate. 

The School Day  

• To minimise congestion we are operating a staggered start time and finish time.  

o Rangitoto (Rooms 4-8) and Maungakiekie (Rooms 9-16 and Junior Hub) arrive at 8.20am 

and leave at 2.20pm. 

o Maungawhau (Rooms 1-3 and Senior Hub) and Maungarei (Rooms 21-26) arrive at 8.30am 

and leave at 2.30pm. 

o Students go straight to class in the morning (no early arrivals or late pick ups).  

• Classes will have separate and staggered eating and play spaces so the class bubbles stay intact 

and safe. 



• New students who have enrolled but have not yet started school will be greeted by one of our 

staff who will take them to the correct class.  

• If you are a new enrolment, contact the office so you can be allocated a meeting time. Only one 

adult and the child may attend. The adult and children Year 4 and over must wear a mask. 

• We will not be participating in face to face activities that involve large groups. For example we will 

hold online school assemblies rather than congregating as a large group.  

What you can do to help: 

• stay at home if you or your child is sick  

• avoid catching up with other parents, children and whānau at the school gates  

• wear a face mask and maintain a two-metre distance from people not in your household bubble 

• get advice from your doctor if you or your child has complex medical needs (and please get in 

touch so that we can support your child to return onsite, wherever possible) 

• we would encourage you to talk to your child about what our plans are and why this is happening. 

• keep giving positive messages about coming to school 

• if you have questions or concerns, you can contact the office or your child’s teacher by email 

• provide updated contact details if any of your details have changed.  

 

We look forward to welcoming all our students back to school next week. We understand that some 

children may feel nervous about the return to school. These feelings are quite common. By working 

together, we can ensure a smooth and happy transition back to school.  

 

We will ensure that our practices meet the requirements set by the Ministry of Health and Ministry of 

Education so you can be reassured that the health, safety, well-being, and learning of your child is at the 

heart of all our decisions.  

 

 

 

 

Noho oro mai,  

 

Denise Horley  

Acting Principal  

 


