
24 January 2022 

 

Kia ora koutou,  

 

Welcome to the first letter for 2022! We hope you have all had a chance to enjoy time with your whānau 

over the school break.  

 

Change in Traffic Light Colour  
As you are aware from yesterday’s announcement, Auckland has moved into the Red Traffic Light from 

11:59 pm Sunday 23 January. We are expecting a bulletin from the Ministry of Education on Tuesday 25 

January. This will set out the operating framework for schools at both the orange and red levels. When 

we receive this information, we will advise you as to the additional measures that we will have in place to 

keep you, your tamariki and staff safe.  

 

We know this will be a worrying time for many whānau as we approach the beginning of term, and all 

those emotions are genuine. We understand. We are doing everything possible to minimise the risk, and 

our priority is learners’ safety and well-being first.  In order to help reduce any anxiety we want to share 

the things that we do know about schools opening at red level.  

 

- Schools and kura are open for on-site learning for all students. 

- Public health measures will be followed: basic hygiene, contact tracing, vaccinated staff, well 

ventilated spaces. 

- Face masks are required to be worn by staff and students in Year four and above. 

- All visitors, including whanāu must wear masks and scan/ sign in. 

- Masks must be worn from Year 4 and up (this is a requirement from the Ministry of Education). 

Regular mask breaks outdoors will be implemented and encouraged. (The students who did 

attend at the end of last year coped well with mask requirements.) 

- Classes will not mix, learners will not gather in large groups, singing and dancing will happen 

outside with a 2-metre distance. 

- Each class will have its own play area and equipment to use. 

- If you are sick stay at home. 

- Learning packs are available for compromised students. 

 

How You Can Help 
Some children will feel nervous about starting school, especially if it is their first time at Ōpaheke School 

or if they are returning after an extended absence from school. These feelings are completely normal 

and understandable. Your child will look to you for reassurance and cues on how to feel. You can help 

them to feel reassured by: 



- Bringing them to the drop-off area over the next week and talk them through how you will hug 

at the gate and say goodbye. 

- Highlighting the positives of returning to school. 

- If you are feeling very anxious, try to discuss this when your children are not around. Children 

become anxious when their parents are anxious.  

- If you are isolating at home, please let us know if you need help, especially with food. You are not 

alone and we want to help.  

- If you or any member of your whānau are unwell please stay home and get a Covid test.  

- As always, we will work through this. Together, we are the Ōpaheke whānau and WE HAVE 

GOT THIS. 

 

We will publish a newsletter on Thursday 27 Jan which will hopefully cover all the questions that families 

may have. There will also be info for new families to the school. In the interim, enjoy the remaining break 

time. We very much look forward to working with you and your tamariki.  

 

 

Ngā mihi nui 

 

 

 

Denise Horley  

Acting Principal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


