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Rangitoto (Rooms 4-8) and Maungakiekie (Rooms 9-16 and 

Junior Hub) arrive at 8.20am and leave at 2.20pm. 

Maungawhau (Rooms 1-3 and Senior Hub) and Maungarei 

(Rooms 21-26) arrive at 8.30am and leave at 2.30pm. 
 

CONTACT US 

 

ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 2 2022 

Wednesday 23 February 2022 

Kia ora koutou katoa, 

A very warm welcome to all of our new students and families.  

‘Meet the Teacher’ 

As we mentioned in our last newsletter, we cannot hold our usual beginning 
of year ‘Family Fun Night’ due to the current restrictions in place. We will 
hold a virtual ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening. Each class teacher will prepare a 
presentation introducing themselves and sharing key aspects of their 

classroom programme. There will be an opportunity to ask any general 
questions that you have.  This is a follow up to the phone calls that teachers 
are making. If you haven’t received a phone call from your child’s teacher 
yet, please check that we have your most up to date contact details.  Please 
reach out to the class teacher if you have not heard from them yet.  

Let’s get Writing! 

There is some very descriptive writing happening in Room 24 and all 
because of a pair of shoes. I can’t wait to read all of their writing to find out 
if any of the shoes have magical powers, who might wear them and the 
places they might go. Telling stories and reading books to your child helps 
them to be good writers. It exposes them to imaginative ideas and new 
words. If you can, tell them the stories you were told as a child. It helps to 
pass on ideas, knowledge, culture and tradition. We’d love to hear them too.  

Room 9 were busy learning all about the letter ‘A a’ when I visited their 
room. They were able to tell me all about things that start with the ‘a’. 
Alligators, acorns, ants and apples. We thought the ant might eat an apple 
and an alligator might eat an acorn. Mrs Healy looked amazing in her letter 
‘a’ paper crown.  
 

Staying Safe  

Our Covid-19 Safety planning procedures have been shared at the recent 
Board meeting and the procedures and steps we have in place have been 
approved and recently tested. We have more information about this later in 
the newsletter along with a FAQ sheet.  

Sunhats are compulsory for all children for Term 1, 2022. It is also 
recommended that sunscreen be put on your child each day. Many of our 
play areas have little shade and we want all of our students to be sun-safe. 

Our Year 3 to 6 students are currently participating in Water Survival classes. 
Ask them how they would keep safe in water, and what they need to do if 

they get caught in a rip. They are very knowledgeable now.  

If your child does not participate in swimming lessons please send them with 
togs. Swimming is part of our curriculum and swimming lessons can save a 
life.  
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Sports Update  

Year 5-8 Swimming Sports  

On Friday the 18
th

 of February the Year 5-8’s were fortunate enough to participate in our 

school Swimming Sports. Although run differently to 

previous years, the students brought their best attitude 

and sportsmanship for the day. We had a very successful 

day with beautiful weather and great spirit. The students 

entered in a minimum of 2 races each.  It was great to see 

everyone involved. Despite no North Counties events for 

swimming going ahead this term, the participants each 

brought their personal best and made us all very proud! 

Well done senior school!  

A waterfall now graces Papakura’s Sir Edmund Hillary Library. Te Aho o Matariki by Kelly King 

(Ngāti Kohua) harnesses the talent found in 14 local schools that completed 37 clay titles and 

wooden koru shapes to form a work that represents Te Ngāherehere ō Kohukohunui (Hūnua 

Falls). It celebrates looking after water, and Papakura’s importance, since it supplies 60 per 

cent of Auckland’s fresh water. Supported by the Local Board, the concept was developed by 

inviting Papakura schools to an event where there where multiple speakers.  Haare Williams 

and Riki Solomon talked about Matariki.  Ngāti Tamaoho carver Maaka Poutu talked about 

whakairo.  The Historic Places Trust members James and Cathy Schuster spoke about 

tukutuku.  Pita Turei discussed Papakura history.  Artists taught simple clay-working 

techniques and tiles were given to the school for those present to pass on what they learned 

to students. 

 

Two of our students 

worked on the clay tile, 

Lily and Nora. Be sure 

to check out the 

artwork next time you 

visit the Sir Edmund 

Hillary Library.  

STUDENT WORK ON DISPLAY 
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 Welcome  

Mrs Shalome Bell 

This year I am job sharing with Rachel Leader, teaching year 5s in room 6 on 
Mondays and Tuesdays.  I will also be relieving in different classes as required 
throughout the year Wednesday to Friday. 

I am an experienced teacher who has previously taught in job share positions.  I 
am a teacher who enjoys working collaboratively with another class teacher to 
share ideas and work as a team.  

I am excited to be working with the year 5's this year as we explore, learn and 
have fun together.  There is nothing more rewarding than supporting students 
in their learning journey towards success! 

I have moved with my family from the Hibiscus Coast into the Pokeno area 
where we have lived for nearly two years now.  We enjoy the beach, camping 
and spending time with family and friends.   

Ms Neva Bassingthwaite 

I am a Year 2 teacher in Room 11.  I love working with students and seeing them 
grow in confidence and ability throughout the year. One of my favourite parts of 
teaching is witnessing the excitement and curiosity that young children bring to 
their learning. I also enjoy learning from my students and improving my 
teaching.  
I am originally from Canada and I have lived in New Zealand for 5 years. I grew 
up surrounded by enormous mountains and glacier fed rivers. When I was 
younger, I worked as a whitewater canoe guide and kayak instructor. My family 
and I moved to Papakura last year and we love living in this area! I have an 8-
month-old little boy named Theo, who keeps me very busy outside of school. My 
hobbies include gardening, spending time with my family, camping and playing 
sports. I have competed in several boxing competitions, and I was on the New 
Zealand national team for ultimate frisbee. I have done a fair bit of travelling and 
I have spent time living in South Korea, France, Mexico and Guatemala.  
I am very excited to be part of the Opaheke School team and look forward to 
getting to know the families that are part of this community.  

Mrs Brooke Switzer 

My name is Brooke Switzer and I am a year 3 
teacher in the Maungarei team.  

I love being a teacher because I get to read, write, 
draw, dance and sing every day.  

I am new to both the school and area as my 
husband and I bought and renovated our first 
home in Papakura during the 2020 lockdown. 

Since then we 
have married 
and adopted 
two kittens to 
form our little 
family.  

When I’m not 
teaching I am 
spending time 
with friends and 
family, going to 
the gym, roller 
skating or 
travelling.  
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Learning in Maungarei - Our Year 3 and 4’s 
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Alex 

ROOM SEVEN @ WORK 

Tēnā koutou, welcome to Term One and the awesomeness of Ruma Whitu. We are looking 

forward to a new year and a new start back in the classroom. 

We have been focusing on our learning environment and what makes a great learning partner 

and talking about our Opaheke Dispositions. Please feel free to ask your child about these – the 

letters STICC might help them out. 

Ruma Whitu have been sharing who they are, their whanau, families and places that are special 

to them, for example their maunga (mountain) and their awa, roto or Tahuaroa (river, lake, or 

ocean). We are intertwining these with visual art and creating a visual pepeha. We look forward 

to sharing these with you at home and together as a class and getting to know each other a 

little more. 

Here are some below to share with you. Enjoy 

  
 

 
Jonah 

 
Madison 

 
Rebecca 

 
Alex 

 
Abhay Dean 
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Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy Lily H - Robinson Family Cup  Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy Lily H - Robinson Family Cup  

The health and safety of our students, staff and wider school community is important to us.  
 

The Senior Leaders of the school have been involved in many lengthy meetings to ensure that we have all 

the current information and most effective safety measures in place. We are following the Public Health 
recommendations that help to limit the spread of COVID-19 to ensure the safety of the school 

community.  
 

The recommendations for educational settings are changing quite quickly at times, so it may seem that 

we are sending confusing messages. Please know that we act upon the most current advice and 

recommendations at the time. In the Auckland Region the recommendations for schools does not always 

align with the messages on the Ministry of Health site and this causes additional misunderstandings in 

the community sometimes. We will always act with the information that we have at the time when 

considering the contact tracing protocols that we are required to follow.   
 

Please be assured that any actions we take are to safeguard the health of safety of our children and staff 

and are not taken lightly.  

 

 

How we keep our community safe: 

There are key things that reduce the risk of being a 

close contact, when we have a case in school.  

Keeping indoor teaching to blocks of 60-90 

minutes, having outdoor breaks of at least 15 

minutes, wearing masks, having well ventilated 
rooms and eating outside all reduce the likelihood 

of a child being a close contact.  

 

How you can help: 

You can also help us to reduce the risk by talking 

to your child about wearing a correctly fitted mask 
to school. Our children are doing a really good job 

with this overall but we can still improve. Mask 

wearing in Years 4-8 is mandatory and we strongly 

advise that our Year 1-3 students also wear masks. 

It could mean the difference between them being a 

close contact and having to isolate or being a cas-

ual contact and being able to come to school.  

When everyone who can wear a mask wears one, 

the risk of transmission reduces for everyone.  

Training for whānau and parents 

We are doing everything we can to ensure 

that Ōpaheke School remains open. There 

may be times when some students or 

classes need to switch to online learning.  

Microsoft are running two free training 

sessions for whānau and parents who want 

extra tips on online safety and how they can 
support their children moving to online 

learning. 

  

Find more information and registrations 

here. 

  

These sessions are scheduled in the 

evenings from 7.30-8.30pm and will be 
hosted on Microsoft Teams. 

Wed 23 Feb Introduction to Microsoft 

Family Safety 

Wed 2 March Back to school for the remote 

classrooms: Teams for Families 

Navigating this pandemic is not easy. Everyone is doing the best that they can. Please be kind and patient.  

Together we will come through this. 

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=3aa863045b&e=d84a7aa199
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=3aa863045b&e=d84a7aa199
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Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy Lily H - Robinson Family Cup  

….continued on next page for Camp and EOTC 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

23 Feb PTA Meeting 7pm  

1-4 Mar Year 8 Camp / Year 7 EOTC 

5 Mar PTA Family Portraits 

 

  

TERM DATES FOR 2022 
Term 1—Tuesday 1 Feb to Thursday 14 Apr  

Term 2—Monday 2 May to Friday 8 July 

Term 3— Monday 25 July to Friday 30 Sept 

Term 4 —Monday 17 October to Wed 15 Dec 

Room Week 4 

R1 Luca 

R2 Jonathan 

R3 Alisha 

R4 William 

R5 Ava/Te Kuiti 

R6  

R7 Dean 

R8 Melanie 

R9 Aaliyah 

R10 Gurmukh 

R11 Ishman 

R12 Nora 

R15 Amir 

R21 Reshu 

R22 Payton 

R23 Arianna 

R24 Sonja 

R25 Kendrick 

R26 Annie 

Junior Hub Lillian 

Kanuka Ethan 

STAR AWARDS 

Term 1 - Team Work 

We love hearing about how our past pupils 

are doing once they have left Opaheke! 

Congratulations to Suhkleen Kaur for 

receiving several scholarships to university. 

Suhkleen left us at the end of Year 8 and 

went onto Howick College.  

Pulkit Bhakoo left Opaheke School and went 

to Rosehill College. He was awarded the Dux 

award at Senior Prizegiving, at the end of 

last year. Congratulations, Pulkit on a 

wonderful achievement. 

Our Past Pupils 


