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Maungakiekie (Rooms 9-16 and Junior Hub) and Maungarei 

(Rooms 21-26) arrive at 8.25am and leave at 2.20pm. 

Rangitoto (Rooms 4-8) and Maungawhau (Rooms 1-3 and 

Senior Hub) arrive at 8.25am and leave at 2.30pm. 
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Wednesday 11 May 2022 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, kia orana, namaste, malo ni 
and warm greetings to you all.  

Welcome Back  
 
Welcome back to term 2 especially to our new families. We are very pleased that you have 
joined our school whānau and sincerely hope that you have enjoyed the start of your schooling 
journey at Ōpaheke School. It has been a great start to the term and we have enjoyed visiting 
classrooms and talking with students about their learning and their holiday. The school 
councillors led our Remembrance Day Service and they did us proud! Sunday was Mother ’s Day. 
We hope that our mum’s were able to celebrate and have an enjoyable time.  
Our STAR values focus for this term is RESPECT: Respect for self, for others and for our 
environment. This week during assembly we talked about how we must respect ourselves as 
learners and ensure we give ourselves the best chance of doing our best learning.  
 

Teaching, Learning and Achievement 
 
Term 2 is a busy term and we have started our PAT assessments. At Ōpaheke School we share 
the assessment information with our students. They use it to help them set new learning goals 
and next steps.  The assessments that we use allow us to celebrate the successes that we have 
had. It helps us to understand what we are doing well and where we have some gaps to work 
on. We hold our Student Led Conferences in week 9 and our tamariki really are looking forward 
to sharing their learning with you.  
Our Ōpaheke School Learner Dispositions set our students up well to be great learners, not just 
whilst they are at Ōpaheke but for life-long learning. Our dispositions are:  
Self Regulator, Thinker, Innovator, Challenge Taker and Collaborator. We want our students to 
be able to talk about what and how they learn, what they do to help themselves become 
‘unstuck’ in their learning. Understanding why we are learning the things we are is also 
important. We are working together with our tamariki to make sure they are the best learners 
that they can be.  
There is so much happening this term and so much to look forward to: class trips,  fundraising 
events, winter sports, lunchtime clubs and of course we'll have some awesome learning 
opportunities. Term 2 really is going to be the best term yet!  
 

Our Safety Planning 
 

You will be aware that there have been some changes within the Orange Setting of the COVID-19 Protection Framework for 

all areas of New Zealand and this has meant that we have needed to adjust our safety plan to allow things to become a little 

less restrictive. With the move to Orange it is tempting to think that we can return ‘normal’ ways of working in school. We 

are working together to ensure that our ways of working reduce the risk of transmission. We are currently experiencing our 

highest levels of staff shortages due to mandatory isolating requirements.  Please refer to the letter sent out earlier today.  

We ask you to send your child to school with masks for when they are indoors so that they are protected. When we work 

together we can ensure that everyone is able to safely be at school.  School is a safe place because of the planning and 

procedures we have in place.  

Yesterday we participated in the Lockdown Practice. An absolutely amazing job was done by teachers and tamariki. We 
didn’t receive any visitors or calls from the community so thank you to everyone for remaining calm and helping us to 
practise our procedures.  
 

We are looking forward to a great term!  
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 Welcome 

We are sorry to 

say that we must 

farewell Mrs. 

Sharron Francis. 

Mrs. Francis 

joined us in 2018 

and has worked 

in the 

Maungakiekie 

Team teaching 

our younger 

children.  

During her time with us Mrs. Francis also taught 

dance to some of the students in Dance Clubs at 

Lunchtime. We wish her all the very best in her 

future adventures. “Thank you for your time with 

us, Mrs Francis!” 

Just a friendly reminder we are now taking 

Book Club orders for Issue 3.  These are due 

by tomorrow (Thursday 12th May).   

Scholastic - Book Club  Farewell 

Mrs Jess Hippolite 

My name is Jess Hippolite 
and I am a classroom teacher 
in room 8 for the remainder 
of this year. 

I have always loved working 
with our tamariki, and after 
graduating from AUT this will 
be my first year teaching, so I 
am very excited! 

The most important, and the 
most enjoyable part about 
teaching for me is forming 
great relationships with my 
students based on mutual 
trust and respect. It has been 

lovely building these foundations in room 8 so far! 

I grew up on a farm in Papakura with my parents, a puppy and 
lots of sheep. I now live in Manurewa with my husband. He's an 
actor - you might have seen him on TV! We got married in 2018 
and now have a very playful ginger cat named Bobby. 

When I am not teaching, you'll find me with friends and whānau, 
or doing something (anything!) creative. I love painting and 
drawing, as well as literacy, science and history, and aim to 
weave these into my teaching practice as much as possible. 

I look forward to meeting you all and am excited for the year 
ahead at Ōpaheke School. 

Miss Kendall Spence 

Hi, I am the new teacher in Room 
22. 

I love how teaching offers plenty 
of opportunities to learn and 
explore new ideas. I love that no 
two days are the same. It is such 
a joy to have the chance to be 
creative every single day! 

When I’m not at school I love to 
spend time with family and 
friends, at the gym, or travelling 
– before teaching I worked as a 
travel agent.  I’m very excited to 
be joining the Ōpaheke team!  
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Year 7&8 students designed their personal pepeha and some created a 
visual representation of these. We looked further at ourselves and our 
whanau and presented these in art through the medium of screen 
printing. Students had to reflect on te reo and symbols in their pepeha 
and be able to discuss what these meant with others. 
 
Throughout term 1 students covered the Science Inquiry topic of energy 
exchange. This was through learning about fire and the fire triangle. This 
term our learning will focus on Social Sciences, reflecting on what our 
ancestors did in the past and how we use this to shape our future. 
 
Our math and reading programmes in year 7&8 focus on using the skills 
we have learned and extending our understanding of these strategies. 
Students and teachers use the assessments done to set goals and next 
learning steps. Visible learning and self-reflection is an important part of 
learning in Maungawhau. 
 
We are 
pleased to 
be back at 
technology 
at Rosehill 
this term. 
With Year 
7&8 students 
learning new 
skills. 

Learning in Maungawhau 
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Thank you to everyone who 

participated and donated to our 

PTA Easter Dress Up Fundraiser 

at the end of last term.  The PTA 

made $272.30.  This money will 

help go towards funding 

resources and activitiies for all 

our students. 

PTA Easter Dress Up 

Fundraiser 

Street Racket, the new, innovative, and 
very versatile bat, ball, and movement 
game brings healthy, social, and fun 
activities to school. Street Racket is the 
bridge between primary schools and all 

racket sport codes. Street Racket develops all motor 
skills, especially hand eye coordination movement 
and balance. From year one tamariki are taught basic, 
bat, ball, hand eye coordination, movement, and 
motor skills. We are fortunate to be able to run this 
programme in our Year 1 & 2 classes this term. Each 
class will have a lesson with coach Glen Wilson.  Glen 
is the national squash coach, so our students and 
teachers are in great hands. 

Street Racket 
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Sport and P.E.  

Maungarei Team are 

so happy to be back 

at sport in their team 

bubble.  Here they are 

out having a go with 

padder tennis, soccer, 

and rounders. 

 

Health and P.E. in Maungarei Team  

Whare Tapa Whā 

As part of their health studies, 

Maungarei have been learning 

about hauora and whare tapa whā.  

The four walls of hauora (health and 

wellbeing) are taha wairua 

(spiritual) taha tinana (physical), 

taha hinengaro (mental and 

emotional) and taha whānau (family 

and social connections). They all sit 

on our whenua. This is the land 

(Papatūanuku) where we all feel 

connected to one another and 

where we all belong.  

Here is a collaborative mural Room 25 have made. 
Each piece fits together to help explain the model. 

Maths at Ōpaheke - 
Thursday 2 June  

Come and join us to find 
out how we learn maths at 

Ōpaheke School. It’s going 

to be fun and informative! 

We will be sending more 
details soon.  

Community Engagement  
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Room 2 - Year 7 

Technology at Rosehill Intermediate happens on Monday 

each week. We couldn’t go in term one, so I was super 
excited that we could go this term. We got there on a bus 

and the boys in our class were singing songs on the way 

there and back. Once we got there we got into our groups 
and went off to do our activities. Our group got to do pixel 

art and we also played car racing games. My first day of 

technology was really fun and I can’t wait to learn more.   

Neveah M 

 

My first day of technology at Rosehill Intermediate was so 

fun. At the beginning of term 2 we went to tech for the first 
time this year. We couldn’t go last term because of covid so 

it was so exciting!!! On the bus ride to Rosehill Intermediate 

almost everyone was singing, on the way there it was ‘the 
wheels on the bus’ and on the way back it was ‘I’m a barbie 

girl’ and the Fortnite song and ‘under the sea’. When we 

got to Rosehill Intermediate, we got to our class and saw a 
bunch of iMacs and then after we sat down, we found out 

we were doing pixel art on Mine test. My favourite part was 

making the pixel art. I am so excited for tech next week!!  

Charlotte 

 

My first day at Rosehill Intermediate for technology this 

term was fun. In term 1 we could not go to technology 
because of all the restrictions. In term 2 first day back, we 

went to Rosehill Intermediate by bus and there was a lot of 

noise from the boys and I singing on the way to 
technology. When we got to Rosehill Intermediate, we went 

into our groups and then got taken to a class and we done 

3D printing and learned how hot the plate and the black tip 
gets. I enjoyed the bus ride to Rosehill Intermediate and 

back to school I also liked learning how to use a 3D printer 

and how hot the plate and the black tip gets. Technology is 
going to be the best.   

Ceasar  

 

On the first day of term two, we went to technology at 
Rosehill Intermediate. Last term we could not go to 

technology, so it is nice to be able to go. When we got on 

the bus lots of people started singing various songs and it 
got loud fast. Once we got to technology, we did 3D 

printing and got to watch a 3D printer in action. I had a 

wonderful time learning about 3D printing. Overall, I had 
lots of fun at technology, and I look forward to going 

again.   

Hayden 
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This term we have welcomed some brand new children into the Junior Hub. We have 
been learning each other’s names and learning to play games and work together.  

We have been learning our school karakia (and what a karakia is) so we can prepare 
ourselves for our mahi everyday. 

We have been busy learning letters and their sounds so we can learn to read and write.  

We have been learning to sort and count and investigate. Can you see who has the 
longest name in our class? 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

11 May  PTA Meeting 7pm - online 

17 May   Board Meeting 6.30pm 

18 May  Y5/6 Trip to Pukekiwiriki 

19 May  NYLD - School Councillors 

20 May  Pink Shirt Day 

24 May  Anything But A ‘Backpack’ Day 

25 May  National Simultaneous Storytime 

30, 31 & 1 Jun Y3/4 Trip to Stardome  

31 & 2 Jun  Y5/6 Trip to Stardome  

1 Jun   Pre-school visits 

TERM DATES FOR 2022 
Term 2—Monday 2 May to Friday 8 July 

Term 3— Monday 25 July to Friday 30 Sept 

Term 4 —Monday 17 October to Wed 14 Dec 

Room Week 11 Week 1 Week 2 

R1 Imagejiin Braith Pranavi 

R2 Jonathan-

Ryley 

Neveah M Albie 

R3 Andrew Kahn Alishba 

R4 Armani Huia Reihana 

R5 Ashton Serena  

R6 Aariya Xavier Tamara 

R7 Nani Hibah Ruby 

R8 Ike Anna Ike 

R9 Matthew Mackenzie Prabtaj 

R10 Austin Oisin Piper 

R11 Dylan Adrisha Jacqueline 

R12 Eleanor Alexandria  Manaia 

R15 Hajun  Ava 

R21 Vivian Viaan Ausami 

R22 Zayd  Payton 

R23 Melikiola  Andre 

R24 Aurora Charlotte Manraj 

R25 Korah Manumi Anja 

R26 Libby Jaiysheil and 

Lilian  

Samuel 

Junior Hub Isaac Elliott Kippin 

Kanuka Lily Dayton Andrew 

STAR AWARDS 

Term 2 - Respect for Self and Others 
Paid Advertising 


