
 

 

 

Kia ora koutou,  

 

Ōpaheke School Planned Response to COVID-19 Orange Setting 

 

You will be aware that last term schools experienced staffing pressure and we moved some 

classes to ‘learning at home’ for a short period of time. Unfortunately, the pressures have 

continued at Orange Setting and we are currently having difficulty covering classes when 

teachers are unwell or are in mandatory isolation.     

 

We want to assure you that it is our intention to keep the school open for all classes as long as 

possible as this is in the best interest of students. It’s great for a child’s wellbeing and learning 

to be at school with their friends and school staff, and we have very good systems in place to 

keep everyone as safe as possible. Last term we identified a plan for when we get to the point 

where we cannot cover all classes and ensure safety for all and shared it with you. The plan 

remains in place at Orange. The plan outline is below: 

1) school is open with all students learning on site  

2) school is open with some students learning on site and some students learning at home  

3) school is open but the school site is closed and a full learning at home- online learning 

situation is in place 

Our first course of action when a teacher is unable to be in school will be to provide another 

teacher in the affected class. When this is not possible, we will need to use other options to 

ensure the safety and learning for your child continues. This will mean that there will be 

occasions when we have to transition classes into periods of online learning/learning at home.  

Stage 3 is a last resort and will be required if we cannot safely offer face to face teaching due to 

a high number of staff being unable to work. This decision will be made with the Ōpaheke 

School Board.  

We will explore all safe alternatives before advising you that your child will be required to learn 

from home. 

 

Learning at Home  

Our Deputy Principal, Miss Hamlin, coordinates the release and relievers at school and she has 

been working tirelessly to secure additional relievers. We are finding that when we need to 

cover teachers due to COVID-19 reasons there is very short notice and she co-ordinates this 

late into the evenings and weekend in order to find teachers to stand in. This puts pressure on 

the amount of notice that we can give families if they are required to keep their child/ren at 

home. We will try and give families as much notice as possible, and we recommend checking 

your emails/phones for text messages in the evening. Email office@opaheke.school.nz to 

update any contact details.  

We know that this is not an ideal situation and that for many of you this will cause additional 

pressures. It is frustrating and overwhelming at times. We understand. 

 

 

mailto:office@opaheke.school.nz


The Ōpaheke School whānau community has pulled together, supported each other, and 

trusted in the decisions made in the interest of all our tamariki. Thank you for the kind and 

positive comments of support we are receiving. They really do make a difference.  

If you have any concerns about sending your child to school, please do get in touch.  We are 

here to help.  

  

Please be strong, be safe and be kind.   

Kia kaha, kia māia, kia manawa.  

 

Aku mihi,  

 

Denise Horley 

Acting Principal  

 


