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Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

Maungakiekie (Rooms 9-16 and Junior Hub) and Maungarei 

(Rooms 21-26) arrive at 8.25am and leave at 2.20pm. 

Rangitoto (Rooms 4-8) and Maungawhau (Rooms 1-3 and 

Senior Hub) arrive at 8.25am and leave at 2.30pm. 
 

CONTACT US 

 

ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 8 2022 

Wednesday 8 June 2022 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, kia orana, namaste, malo ni, 
assalamu alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

Teaching, Learning and Achievement:  Can we do it? Yes We Can!  
We hope that you have seen our recent Facebook posts that are celebrating the 
achievements and progress of our tamariki. It is always delightful to see our learners 
bursting with pride at the difference they are making to themselves and their 
learning. You will hear us talk often of student agency and powerful partnership and 
the difference that this makes to learning. Success builds success!  
 
As partners in their learning we expect our students to be able to talk clearly about 
their learning. They do this in class and because we believe all our students can talk 
about their learning we ask them to lead their own learning conferences. These 
conferences really are a chance for your children to demonstrate their knowledge 
and understanding. The conferences build over time. In Year One students talk 
about one learning area of their choice. This increases to two in Year 2 and by Year 
3 students are leading the conference themselves. Look out for the letters about 
booking in for the conferences. It really does have impact when whānau are able to 
attend.  
 
You know your child is awesome. Come and listen to their learning journey so we 
can prove it! 
 
Support Staff Week 
You will be aware from the letter sent out last week that this week we give thanks to our amazing support staff.  

Today we celebrated  with a morning tea to show our appreciation.  Every year we 
say that we are lucky to have such dedicated and professional staff and this year is 
no different. Our support staff do many valuable tasks that include (but are not 
limited to): 

 enabling our learners to be successful 

 enhancing the efficient running of the school 

 providing a safe environment 

 welcoming all visitors 

 enrolling and/or welcoming new students 

 supporting other staff  

 finance and property 

Our team bring unique skills and qualities and we encourage 
our whole community to reach out with a warm smile, and a 
heartfelt thank you. He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata; he 
tangata; he tangata! What is the most important thing in the 
world? It is people; it is people; it is people! Together our 
Support Staff help to make Ōpaheke School a better place.  
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Year 5-8 Winter Sports Day 

Our Year 5-8 students will be participating in a Winter Sports day on 
Tuesday 14th June.  Students are able to choose which sport they try 
on the day.  Options available are Netball, Football, Hockey and 
Rippa Rugby.  We are looking for parent helpers for transport, 
supervision and refereeing on the day.  If you are available to 
help this would be greatly appreciated. 

Sport 

Counties Zone Rugby - Girls 

We had three girls from our school in the 
North Counties team who played at the Zone 
Tournament today.  Other girls in the team 
came from Kauri Flats and Conifer Grove 
School.  These girls have all put in a 
tremendous effort training on a Wednesday 
afternoon at Papakura Normal School with 
the support of 
CMRFU and Mrs 
Smit. 

Our final game 
today was 
against Ranwick.  

Our team placed 
6th in the Zone 
Tournament. 

 

Once again we are 

experiencing staff shortages 

due to a number of staff being 

required to isolate. 
Unfortunately this includes our 

relievers who have been doing 

a fantastic job of stepping into 

classrooms at short notice. We 

will need to implement 

learning at home in classes 

affected this week.  

We know this can be disruptive and tricky for families. We are 

doing everything we can to keep face-to-face teaching 

happening for as many students as possible.  

Your support has been incredible and we would like to thank 

you for your continued support.  

Please keep an eye on your email as we will use this to inform 
you if your child’s class needs to switch to online learning.  

We know that there are many winter bugs that take hold in 
term 2 in addition to COVID-19, so please take care and stay 

safe. If you need to talk to us, don’t hesitate. 

We are taking two days to support the 

professional learning and development of 
staff.  

Our first day is Friday 2nd September 

(Term 3) and our second day is  

Friday 11 November (Term 4). 

On these days school will be closed to 

students.  

Covid-19 Updates Teacher Only  

Accord Days 2022 
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It’s that time of year for our PhotoLife photos and 

orders.  Order information was emailed out and sent 

home last week.  

 

Class and Individual Photos - Everyone at school on 

the Thursday 16th June will have their photo taken. 

 

Team Photos - Netball Teams, Librarians and School 

Councillors will have their photo taken on Friday 

17th June. Netball players will need to come to 

school in their Netball Uniforms with a change of 

clothes for after the photo.  School Councillors will 

need to bring their Councillor uniforms for the 

photo. 

 

Sibling Photos - Only those siblings who have 

returned a sibling form by the 16th June will have 

their sibling photo taken on Friday.  If you would like 

a printed copy of this form sent home please let the 

office know. No siblings or family from other schools 

or pre-schools sorry.  

 

Everyone will be emailed your own Unique Shoot 

Key a few weeks after the photos have been taken 

so you can view and order photos.  You will only be 

able to see your own child’s photos. 

PhotoLife 

 

STAR Award Recipients  

Our term two focus is Respect for Self and Others.        

Well done to all our students who received awards over the 

last two weeks.  

Great work team! 

 

Gold Award Reading Eggs  

Congratulations to Samreen who has attained her gold award 

certificates in Reading Eggs over the last two weeks. 

So much hard work! 

Celebrating! 

Term 2 Week 5 

Term 2 Week 6 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to Anaru who has attained his gold award certificates 

for Mathletics over the last two weeks.  It takes 20 weeks of consistent 

effort to achieve one of these awards. So much hard work! 
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During reading in Room 3, 

tamariki have been working in 

groups with their assigned texts. 

They have been looking at 

specific vocabulary and how to 

broaden their understanding of 

new and challenging words. 

Students have also been 

rereading texts to ensure they 

have a strong understanding of 

what it is they have read. Lots of 

discussion about the things they 

need to do to be a successful 

reader. Keep up the great mahi, 

Room 3. 

Learning in Maungawhau – Our Year 7 and 8’s 

Across the country, communities are 
getting excited about the first ever 
celebration of Matariki as a public 

holiday on June 24. This holiday will 

recognise the rise of Matariki and also 

Puanga, which is celebrated by several 

iwi.  

If you would like to participate in 
Matariki events be sure to check this 

website: 

https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.g

ovt.nz/events/2022/06/matariki-

festival-2022/ 

Matariki 
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PMP in the Junior School 

What is PMP? 

PMP is a motor coordination programme for school age 

children, consisting of sequential movement activities 

across the Kinetic Scale (four different stations with 

activities). 

The programme focuses on Motor Coordination, Cognitive Development, Self Esteem, Social skills and the 
ability to cope better in the classroom. It also has an Oral language component. It helps teachers recognise 
children’s needs in relation to sensory, coordination, body control and the ramifications of these foundation 
skills if they are not addressed. It also gives children strategies for problem solving. It is fitness focused and 
covers many strands of the traditional Junior PE/Health Curriculum.  Most importantly it is fun!! 

Our Year 1 and 2 
children participate 
in this programme 3 
days a week for half 
hour sessions. We 
are very lucky that 
we can dedicate a 
room to this which 
means the 
equipment can 
remain set up and 
that we have a 
Learning assistant 
who is trained to 
facilitate the 
programme ensuring 
we get maximum 
benefit for everyone. 

Mrs Ruyg 
says: 

My aim is to enable 

our children to have 

the confidence to 

understand and 

therefore want more 

from the world around 

them. PMP can have 

its challenging 

moments depending 

on the children’s prior 

knowledge, but it is 

also an absolute joy to 

watch their reactions 

when actions and 

words come together, 

and they can achieve 

their goals. 

Why do 
students like 

PMP?  

 I learn how to throw 

a ball properly. 

I have fun at PMP. 

We play with 

balloons and 

feathers. 

I was scared to climb 

up the ladder but 

then I learnt what to 

do so I am safe. 

I like the Happy 

Sticks and the music 

we dance to. 

We 
started 
PMP at 

Opaheke 
School in 

2009. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

14 Jun Y5-8 Winter Sports Field Day 

14 Jun Papakura High School Info Evening 

15 Jun PTA Meeting 7pm 

16 June PhotoLife - Class/Individual Photos 

17 Jun PhotoLife - Team/Sibling Photos 

21-23 Jun Y7 EOTC 

21 Jun Board Meeting 7pm 

23 Jun Asian Families Evening 

24 Jun MATARIKI (No School) 

TERM DATES FOR 2022 
Term 2—Monday 2 May to Friday 8 July 

Term 3— Monday 25 July to Friday 30 Sept 

Term 4 —Monday 17 October to Wed 14 Dec 

Room Week 5 Week 6 

R1 Jahziah Heaven 

R2 Joel Charlotte 

R3 Kaden Emily 

R4 Roxanne Escalade 

R5  Cara 

R6 Caleb Aariya 

R7 Kyle Madison 

R8 Melanie Avah 

R9 Harsirat Evelyn 

R10 Celeste Lily 

R11 Summer Jensen 

R12 Nora Rhyder 

R15 Amir  

R21 Laurell Imran 

R22 Liliana  

R23 Melikiola Charlotte 

R24 Whitney Cooper 

R25 Zarah Elijah 

R26 Ben Pariya 

Junior Hub Cecilia  

Kanuka Vice Preeyah 

STAR AWARDS 
Term 2 - Respect for Self and Others 

Paid Advertising 

TEACHER ONLY DAYS 
Term 3— Friday 2 Sept 

Term 4 —Friday 11 Nov 


