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Tasman Drive 
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Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 
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Maungakiekie (Rooms 9-16 and Junior Hub) and Maungarei 

(Rooms 21-26) arrive at 8.25am and leave at 2.20pm. 

Rangitoto (Rooms 4-8) and Maungawhau (Rooms 1-3 and 

Senior Hub) arrive at 8.25am and leave at 2.30pm. 
 

CONTACT US 

 

ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 9 2022 

Wednesday 22 June 2022 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, kia orana, namaste, malo ni, 
assalamu alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

Teaching, Learning and Achievement:   
Last week all members of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) spent time in classes 
teaching. Mrs Williams and Mrs van der Klip do this every week as they are class –
based Senior Leaders. Mrs Laing, Miss Hamlin and I all enjoyed being back in the 
classroom as being face to face with our students and teaching and learning really is 
where our hearts lie.  
We are extremely lucky at Ōpaheke School to have a team of staff who want the 
absolute best for our tamariki. The hard work being put in by staff and students is 
showing through in the classroom visits and the progress being made by students. 
They are very keen to show their whānau and families the work they are doing. We 
really would love to see you for the student conferences next week. The times are 
being carefully scheduled to allow for the conferences to be an enjoyable and safe 
experience. A notice has gone out to you with a link so that you can make an online 
booking. If you haven’t received it or need help with it please reach out to us. We are 
happy to help.  
The SLT will be available and will be floating around so that we get the opportunity to 
say hello to you too.  We look forward to seeing everyone there!  
 
Upcoming Events  
We were all looking forward to our winter sports events and the weather decided it 
was going to ‘rain on our parade’ and the council was forced to closed the sports 
fields. That was disappointing for all!  We have had to postpone many events due to 
health and safety purposes, whether it is COVID-19 or weather related, including Hui, 
fono, community open afternoons and a PTA meeting. However, we will not get 
down-hearted! These are the alterations we are making so that we can connect again:  
Our Year 7 EOTC is taking place this week, much to the joy of our students.  
We celebrate Matariki Day on June 24 and school will be closed.  
The Student Led Conferences will go ahead as planned on 29th and 30th June with 
safety measures in place.  
To make up for having to postpone the various hui this term we are holding a ‘coffee and korero/ tea and talk/ hot 
chocolate and chat session in week 10. This will be informal and will be an opportunity to share what we have been doing 

this year and what we would like to do next. All are 
invited.  We will hold multiple sessions at various 
times of the day to enable you to join us. Look out 
for the poster.  
 
Karakia  
Each class starts the day with the school karakia. It 
helps us focus on the possibilities of our day, and 
reminds us that those of us at Ōpaheke all belong 
here, we are all a family/whānau, and that together 
we are one. It is our hope that we can include a 
karakia mō te kai and would like some community 
involvement in selecting the best one for our school.  
We will share some of the ideas with you at the 
‘Coffee and Kōrero/ Tea and Talk’ session in week 10. 
We will also send out information in the next 
newsletter.  
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Sport 

With winter coming on and all the bugs that come with this time of year we just want to say a huge thank you to 

those of you who are keeping us informed of your child's whereabouts when they can not attend school.  Our  

lovely enrolment officer, Mrs 

Pryor, spends a lot of time each 
morning contacting the 

parents/caregivers of children not 

at school if we have not already 

been advised of a reason for them 

not to be here.  This process helps 

to keep our tamariki safe and 

ensure everyone who should is 

sent to school arrives here safely.   

If your child is not going to be at 

school you can notify us through 
the Skool Loop app, email or by 

simply giving us a call.   

Your help with this is very much 

appreciated, thank you. 

We are taking two days to support the 

professional learning and development of 
staff.  

Our first day is Friday 2nd September (Term 

3) and our second day is  

Friday 11 November (Term 4). 

On these days school will be closed to 

students.  

Student Absence 

Teacher Only  

Accord Days 2022 

Netball 

11 June 

Sparkles POD - Emma 



 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

 

STAR Award Recipients  

Our term two focus is Respect for Self and Others.        

Well done to all our students who received awards over the 

last two weeks.  

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gold Award Reading Eggs  

Congratulations to Declan, Lily, Abigail, Layton and Samreen R15 and 

Kenzou, Hamish, Yashwin JH who have attained gold award 

certificates in Reading Eggs over the last two weeks. 

So much hard work! 

Celebrating! 

Term 2 Week 7 

Term 2 Week 8 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to Luca R1, Noor R2, Oviya R5, Caleb R6 and Abhay 

R7 who have attained their gold award certificates for Mathletics over 

the last two weeks.  It takes 20 weeks of consistent effort to achieve 

one of these awards. So much hard work! 

Shop Noel Leeming and Support KidsCan 
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This week, Room 7 

participated in an online 

lesson to learn how to 

build their own Minecraft 

Worlds to share what we 

know about an important 

event or person in New 

Zealand history. We were 

given some background 

information about the 

perspectives from 

different people in regard 

to the Springbok Tour.  

The rest of the lesson was 

hands on in Minecraft 

where we learnt about the World Builder Mode. Everyone in the class built a 

new world for this event and we found out how to spawn NPC’s (non playing 

characters) as well as how to make them talk. The teachers talked us through 

different techniques on how to add different commands and URL’s (links to 

websites or videos) to our NPC’s. The class was also shown how to teleport our 

non playing characters to different areas of our world as well as how to give 

objects to other players. Some of the class made flour bombs to throw across 

the field and a plane to fly over the rugby field, just like the protestors did 

during the Springbok Tour. 

Next week, we have another online lesson where we will be using information 
we research about migration and an event in New Zealand history to create a 
world to show our learning. We will be working on these for a few weeks 
before sharing them with other teachers across New Zealand.  

Minecraft in Room 7 



 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

MATARIKI ACTIVITIES 
 
Our Year 3 and 4’s have been busy 

this week with Matariki activities. 

Here are some pictures of Room 22 

making fish hooks with Mrs 

Chatterton.  

Telling stories is one of the many ways 

we can celebrate Matariki. We talked 

about the Maramataka (Māori 

Calendar) and how Te Marama (the 

moon) is in Tangaroa a roto the 

second night of the Tangroa nights, 

which means it is a good time to fish. 

We read the story Te Ika a Maui and 

how Maui and his brother fished up 

the North Island of New Zealand.  

Together we used clay to make our 
hooks and decorated them with 
patterns and shapes.  We will be able 
to thread our hooks with some string 
and hang them to remind us of Maui’s 
great fish.  

Learning in Maungarei - Our Year 3 and 4’s 
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Room 3 Update 

Maths 

 

This term in Room 3 we have been doing lots of maths. We have been adding 

decimals and some geometry. We have mostly been adding decimals. In geometry, 

we have made 3D shapes out of sticks and modeling clay. We also drew 3D shaped 

art using one point perspective. When we add decimals, we think of better ideas and 

strategies. We think of doing those because then we don’t only have one strategy to 

stick with the whole time. Also for geometry we revised how to use protractors. In 

some groups they are doing exponents which is 4 to the power of 2. And in other 

groups we are doing things like adding decimals. Some of the students have been 

learning about negative numbers. We learnt about line segments and intersections.  

We have also been doing a bit of basic facts. We have been practising maths with 

our rich tasks. Rich tasks are basically real-life math problems. Everyone has been 

loving maths a bit. Every other maths segment is a different type of way to do maths 

which means we don’t have to only stick to one type to solve our maths equations.  

  

By Kaden  

S.T.E.M 

  

Last term we did this thing called 

STEM, and we made pinwheels 

and plastic from milk. We also 

made marble and ping-pong ball 

runs. 

  

The milk plastic was milk mixed in 

with vinegar, and they were left 

out overnight to dry. When we 

got back the next day they had 

hardened like rock and they still 

smelt really bad. Then the next 

day the smell had gone away a 

little bit but it was still there. 

  

The pinwheels were hard to make 

for me, but I think that some 

other people enjoyed them. Mine 

didn’t spin properly and kept 

falling off the stick. I coloured in 

my stick rainbow with black dots 

and my pinwheel was purple. I 

only made one because I was 

away and sick for the other two 

days. Everyone else seemed to 

get theirs to spin so I think overall 

it was alright. 

 

We also made noodles and 

added lots of interesting 

ingredients to them. I think 

Harlan’s noodles look like they 

were from a restaurant. 

  

By Olivia 

1- and 2-Point Perspective Art  

  

These couple of terms in Room 3 we have been learning about 1-point perspective and 2-

point perspective artwork. 1-point perspective artwork is a piece of artwork that has a 

vanishing point on the page and gets the drawing to look like the picture is going further 

away from you, but with 2-point perspective art is where you have 2 vanishing points on the 

page.  

  

We have used a video on YouTube to help us learn about the 1-point perspective artwork and 

it's cool because we get to add color and add patterns in project.  

  

The different designs that we have been doing are different shapes around the page and we 

have been making a city with buildings and trees and a road! We have learned quite a 

lot when doing 1- and 2-point perspective art: You must use a ruler to keep the lines straight, 

and if you get a collision then you must go around it which is kind of confusing in words but 

when you get shown what it is kind of easy.  

  

We are planning on using this art for our calendar art.  

 

By Emily 

Writing 

 

This term in Room 3, we have been learning about subject 

specific language in our writing. So, what we did was, we chose a 

topic to write about and brainstorm some of the words related 

to that topic. Like what I did was, chose some words for netball. 

Then once we had our words down, we had to write a paragraph 

including our words from our brainstorm, we had a few minutes 

to write that. Then we wrote a new one, we chose a new topic 

and brainstormed some words relating to that topic. Then we 

wrote a paragraph either as if a 6-year-old would read it, or a 

letter to your younger sibling. Once we finished some of us 

shared with the class.  

 

By Tyler 
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This term Room 6 have been working on how to write persuasively. We were also 

lucky enough to go on two trips.  Check out our writing and reflections below: 

Room 6 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

21-23 Jun Y7 EOTC 
23 Jun Asian Families Evening (Cancelled) 

24 Jun MATARIKI (No School) 
28 Jun Y5-8 Kiwi Challenge - Maths 
29 –30 Jun Learning Conferences 
29 Jun School finishes 12.30pm 

30 Jun Y5-8 Semester Awards 
1 Jul  Y5-8 Kiwi Challenge - English 
4-8 Jul Epro8 Challenge 

5 Jul  Y5-8 Kiwi Challenge - Science 
8 Jul  Y7/8 House Sports Challenge 

TERM DATES FOR 2022 
Term 2—Monday 2 May to Friday 8 July 

Term 3— Monday 25 July to Friday 30 Sept 

Term 4 —Monday 17 October to Wed 14 Dec 

Room Week 7 Week 8 

R1 Caleb Tammana 

R2  Navaeh 

R3 Kaeo Emma 

R4 Aangel Tevita 

R5 Winnie Ollie 

R6 Torin TJ 

R7 Wanessa Mason 

R8 Tyler Anthony 

R9 Dylan Loushyn 

R10 Makaio Karman 

R11 Khaleesi Marcus 

R12 Ngazarry Taylan 

R15 Ajo Nyla 

R21 Imran Eni 

R22  Ruby 

R23 David  

R24 Arhaan Ethan 

R25 Manumi Malosi 

R26 Te Arikinui 
and Ivory 

Lincoln 

Junior Hub Kaydence Twilight 

Kanuka Sione Katrina 

STAR AWARDS 
Term 2 - Respect for Self and Others 

Paid Advertising 

TEACHER ONLY DAYS 
Term 3— Friday 2 Sept 

Term 4 —Friday 11 Nov 


