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Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

We look forward to seeing your child at school by 8.25am ready 

to learn each day. 

School finishes for all students at 2.30pm. 
 

CONTACT US 

 

ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 13 2022 

Wednesday 31 August 2022 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, kia orana, namaste, malo ni, 
asalaamu alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

Teaching, Learning and Achievement:   
We have had a very busy two weeks since the last newsletter! There have been visits to the Papakura Museum, a virtual 
visit from an author, and a character parade to round off our Book Week Celebrations.  The rest of the term is also 
going to be a busy time.  
You are invited in to find out about our Health Curriculum and how Counties Manukau Life Education Trust support us 

to deliver part of our Health Programme. We look forward to seeing you on Thursday 1st September 4.30-5.30pm in the 
staffroom. Daniel Garland is our Life Education Teacher this year and he will lead the session.  
On Tuesday 6th September at 6pm-7pm we have our Māori Hui. All parents are welcome. This is an opportunity for you 
to hear about the progress we are making engaging with Ngati Tamaoho Trust and the actions we are taking on the 
Path to enrich our te ao Māori.  We will be offering light refreshments prior to our korero beginning. Once again, we 
look forward to seeing you in the staffroom.  
 
STAR Value: Achieving Personal Best – It’s not just for school life… 
Achieving Personal Best isn’t just about improving ourselves. It is also about how we can 
best go out into the society, contribute to our community and help to make the world a 
better place.  One way we do this is to support the Cancer Society with raising funds and 
awareness of the very valuable work they do. Yesterday we held a shared staff morning 
tea and auction. The students took part in a Daffodil Day Gold Coin Trail. We are very 
passionate and committed to supporting this worthy cause because most of us have 
been affected by cancer in some way.  Every dollar raised for Daffodil Day will go 
towards cancer care for patients and their whānau, education and awareness 
programmes, and life-saving cancer research. Every donation we make helps to make 
someone’s world a better place. This year staff, students and their whānau raised $529. 
Thank you to everyone for your support. 

 
Teachers are learners too: 
Our staff are participating in a professional learning and development day. All staff 
regardless of their role will be reflecting on their professional learning goals and 
inquiries. In addition to this the teachers are spending some time enhancing their 
knowledge and understanding of the changes ahead in the National Curriculum 
refresh. By spending time on these important aspects of our job we can continue to 
provide a rich, relevant and engaging curriculum that meets the needs of our 
learners and our community.  
 

Keep our students safe 
The roads around school are very busy in the mornings, before school, and between 2.15 

and 2.45 pm. Our wonderful road patrollers are doing a great job in trying to keep our 
tamariki safe on the road. We are asking for your help to support them in their duty. If 
you are in a car, we ask that you don’t do U-turns near the crossing, or stop over the 
‘stop’ line near the crossing. We witnessed a few ‘hairy’ moments last week. Please be 
patient on the roads and help us keep our precious tamariki safe.  



 

 THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

Sport 

 

STAR Award Recipients  

Our Term three focus is Achieving Personal Best.        

Well done to all our students who received awards over the 

last two weeks.  

Great work team! 

Gold Award Reading Eggs  

Congratulations to Amyra, Harsirat, Zoe 

and Scarlett R9, Celeste R10, Ava and 

Quinn R15,  Isaac R16 and Saatchi, Kane 

and Ella JH who have attained gold award 

certificates in Reading Eggs over the last 

two weeks.  So much hard work! 

Celebrating! 

Term 3 Week 5 

Term 3 Week 6 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to Te Kuiti and Dayton R5, TJ and Storm R6, Wanessa 

R7, Luke R21, Charlotte and Quinn R23 and Ivory, Ben and Tejas R26 

who have attained their gold award certificates for 

Mathletics over the last two weeks.  It takes 20 weeks of 

consistent effort to achieve one of these awards.  

So much hard work! 

Year 5/6 North Counties Cross Country 
Well done to all the Year 5/6 students who 
represented us at the North Counties Cross 
Country at Te Hihi School on the 17th August.  
It was a hard course but thankfully the 
weather held out long enough for us not to 
get too wet.  For some of the students it was 
their first time running a Cross Country 
course barefoot across hilly paddocks, 
through muddy swamps while dodging the 
cow pads on the way.  Thank you to the 
parents who came to help supervise, marshal 
and support our students. 
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Bake Sale 

Welcome 

Kia Ora! My name is 
Angela Bosch and I am so 
excited to be the new Year 
3 teacher at Ōpaheke 
Primary school.  I am 
super excited to meet 
everybody and learn about 
the Ōpaheke Way.   The 
rest of this year is going to 
be full of lots of learning 
and new adventures.    

This will be my twentieth 
year of teaching and I love 
learning and discovering 
new things.      

My husband and I have two wonderful boys aged twelve 
and fifteen.  In my free time I love to read, watch movies, 
go kayaking, do research or just spending time with family 
or friends.    

Book Character Parade 

Unfortunately, due to weather at the time, our annual Book Character Parade was 
cancelled, the children still got to enjoy the day dressed as their favourite book 
character.  Everyone looked amazing, there was a real buzz around the school all 
day. 

Our Year 6 students held their 

annual Bake Sale on the 18th 

August. Money raised from this 
helps reduce the cost of camp in 

Term 4. A big shout out to all the 

families of Year 6 students that 

brought something along to sell.  

Thank you to our school whānau 

for their support with this 
fundraiser. Our Year 6 students 

really appreciate it. This year the 

Bake Sale raised a total of $1,277.  

My name is Lee-Ann Bosch, I am South African and have 
been teaching in New Zealand for just over three years. 
I have 8 years' worth of 
experience in the teaching 
profession; teaching both 
Primary and Secondary 
students, across a range 
of different subjects. My 
job is my passion and I 
absolutely love being in 
the classroom, inspiring 
young minds. When I’m 
not planning lessons, I 
love to take my fur-
baby, Lola, for walks. My 
partner and I enjoy 
working out together and 
going on any outdoor 
adventures!  

It is with sadness that we farewell 

Ms Inger Cuthbert. Inger joined 
us in 2020 stepping in to the 

class teacher role in August. 

Within days of Ms Cuthbert 

starting, New Zealand went into a 

lockdown and we all quickly 

adjusted to online learning. This 

is particularly challenging for a 

teacher new to a school and Ms 
Cuthbert cheerfully rose to the 

challenge.  

We have enjoyed your time with 

us, Inger, and wish you happiness 

and best wishes in your new 

adventures.  

Farewell 
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Maungarei Trips to Papakura Museum and Papakura Library 

We are learning about containers in materials technology and the purpose of our trip to 
the museum was to see how they safely store precious things.  It was also Book Week at 
school last week and we visited the Papakura Library to learn about the library and the 
things that you can do there.  In addition to our technology inquiry, we have been 
learning about road safety and we used our knowledge of safe walking to help us on our 
hikoi (walk).  
 
A huge thank you to the whānau who were able to come along and help with supervision.  
The support of our trips outside of school this year has been awesome.  Thank you! 
 
We received positive feedback from the children’s librarian at the Papakura Library who 

said, “Thank you for bringing your lovely tamariki for a visit to Papakura Library…They’re a 
great bunch of students and a credit to you all”.  The museum 

also described our children as ‘lovely’.   

Well done to our Maungarei students for representing 

Ōpaheke School so well out in our local community.  All the 

teachers were very proud of you! 

Here are some of our reflections: 
 
I found the walk into Papakura refreshing because I was outside in the fresh air. 
Some hazards I saw along the way was a ditch that was not blocked off. 
At the Museum I learned that:  
1. they use more than one material to store the items  
2. they use acid free paper, foam (for a soft cushion) and more  
3. that the sun hurts the items  
At the library I learned that:  
1. we can go on a website to get a free library card!  
2. if you are a member you can issue 34 books!  
3. they have Minecraft club at 2:30!  
Elijah Yoon Y.4  

Some hazards I saw along the way were speeding cars. 
At the Museum I learned that:  
1. they put things in a room called a backroom, so they won't get 

damaged.  
2. they copy the original picture so that it doesn't get damaged.  
3. they use a special material box so then the box doesn't get 

soggy and rare/old things won't get damaged.  
At the library I learned that:  
1. people can get up to 35 books in one issue 
2. they do fun things for children under 5  
3. people can do their homework there 
Rahul Kulothungan Y.4 
 
I found the walk into Papakura interesting because it was fun seeing all 
the shops.  
Some hazards I saw along the way were broken glass.  
At the Museum I learned that:  
1. they copy the real image, so it does not get damaged.  
2. the people put the things in the storing room on shelves and label 

them.  
3. they use lots of different materials to keep the objects safe in 

boxes.  
At the library I learned that:  
1. with a full membership you can get out 35 books.  
2. they have DVDs.  
3. they have books that read to you. 
Ānaru Banfield Y.4 
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On Mondays our Year 7 & 8 students attend Technlogy classes held at Rosehill 

Intermediate. The students rotate around the 4 technology classes over the year.  

 

Food Technology 

Students learn about developing healthy food habits, working safely within a kitchen and using a 

wide variety of kitchen equipment and processes to create food. Students make fried rice, 

cupcakes, macaroni cheese, cookies and more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

Multi Materials and 

Media 

Students develop skills 

using a wide range of 

resources such as iPads, 

Photoshop and Graphics 

to design and develop 

sustainable products. 

Other materials include pewter to make funky jewellery, wood, plastic and electronics. The 

students are enjoying creating designs which they get to lazer cut onto wood or Perspex.  

                      

Hard Materials 

Students use a variety of hard materials to 

design and create an individualised solution to 

a problem. They learn how to turn an idea into 

physical outcome using the design process 

and how to safely use common machines and 

tools in a practical setting. Our Year 8 students 

made trays last term. This term the Year 7’s are 

making signs.  

                  

3-D Design  

Students will be introduced to 3-Dimensional CAD 

software. They will create their own personalised     

3-D model which will then be produced with a 3-D 

printer. Students have made cookie cutters and 

name tags. 

             

Learning at Technology – Year 7 & 8 
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In Room 26 we have been lucky to have Miss O’Reilly, a student teacher helping 
us in our class for the past 5 weeks. She has taught a range of lessons 
including an art lesson about the four seasons: Summer, Winter, Spring and 
Autumn. We drew and painted a large tree in the middle of our page and 
divided it into 4 sections. Then we used cotton buds to create circles to 
represent leaves and different colours for each season. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN ROOM 1 THIS 
TERM? 

This term Room 1 have been busy with their new learning. With a focus on measurement 

for maths, athletics for sports, UV and the sun for Inquiry and speeches for writing there’s 

a lot to cover! They are really enjoying the process of speech writing, each getting the 

opportunity to practise being persuasive, entertaining and informative before selecting 

their speech topic! Over the next few weeks Room 1 will be writing and presenting these. 

 

 

Hola! This term Room 1 is working with Gabriela on their Spanish! We are very lucky to 

have the opportunity to learn not one but two languages in year 7. Room 1 spent the first 

half of the year learning Te Reo. Now, they will spend the rest of the year learning Spanish 

every Monday for 1 hour. They are loving it and are getting muy bueno! 

 

In technology this term we are working on hard materials (woodwork) and digital 

technology (computer work as well as 3D printing). We love heading to Rosehill 

Intermediate every Monday and getting these opportunities. 

Last week 2 of our Room 1 students represented 
Ōpaheke School at a Counties Zone Cross Country 

event held at AMP showground in Pukekohe. Well done 
John and Logan for putting in your best efforts to 
achieve your personal best. You made us proud! 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

1 Sep  Parent Life Education Session 4.30pm 

2 Sep  Teacher Only Day - NO SCHOOL 

6 Sep  Māori Hui 6pm 

6 Sep  Y7/8 NC Volleyball 

7 Sep  Wig Wednesday 

7 Sep  PTA Meeting 

12-30 Sep Life Education Sessions 

14 Sep Board Election Day - Voting closes 4pm 

19-23  Y7/8 Sports Camp 

21 Sep Board takes office 

TERM DATES FOR 2022 
Term 2—Monday 2 May to Friday 8 July 

Term 3— Monday 25 July to Friday 30 Sept 

Term 4 —Monday 17 October to Wed 14 Dec 

Room Week 5 Week 6 

R1 Olivia  

R2 Thiwa Maarlen 

R3 Olivia Aemelina 

R4 Monika Tevita 

R5  Kayne 

R6 Roseanne  

R7 Jake Tabitha 

R8 Kade Stella 

R9 Kavaan Luke 

R10 Taylor Asyia 

R11 Romeo and 
Harper 

Roman 

R12 Emma Luke 

R15 Elliot Lyca 

R16 Georgia Luke 

R21 Florea Anmol 

R22 Payton James 

R23 Evangeline Quinn 

R24 Evelyn Lynda 

R25 Anja Isla 

R26 Ngahuia  

Junior Hub Hamish Skylar 

Kanuka Nikolai Shilah 

STAR AWARDS 
Term 3 - Achieving Personal Best 

Paid Advertising 

TEACHER ONLY DAYS 
Term 3— Friday 2 Sept 

Term 4 —Friday 11 Nov 


