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Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

We look forward to seeing your child at school by 8.25am ready 

to learn each day. 

School finishes for all students at 2.30pm. 
 

CONTACT US 

 

ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 15 2022 

Wednesday 28 September 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, kia orana, namaste, malo ni, 
asalaamu alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

Teaching and Learning at Ōpaheke School 

We loved Te Wiki o te Reo Māori. Did you know that 50 years ago the Māori language petition (Te Pehana) was 

presented to Parliament. More than 30,000 people from around the country, Māori and non-Māori signed Te 

Pehana. The petition was led by rangatahi from Te Reo Society and Ngā Tamatoa who wanted te reo Māori to 

survive and be taught in all schools. The presentation of the petition marked a major turning point in the survival 

of te reo Māori. As a school we welcome the use of te reo Māori and we are actively working to improve our 

own levels of proficiency in te reo Māori.  

We are also starting to learn about the stories and history of our whenua and rohe. We look forward to our 

tamariki and their whānau sharing their stories and knowledge of the area so we can ako/learn together.  We are 

hoping to represent these stories in different formats such as carving and artwork. If you can help us learn about 

our local history we’d love to hear from you and kōrero.  

As always it has been extremely busy in school. We don’t stop just because it’s coming towards the end of term. Every minute of learning 

counts at Ōpaheke School. The Years 1-4 showed how perseverance and training pays off as they dashed across the fields in their cross 

country event. They also learnt lots about friendship in the Life Education mobile classroom. Our Year 5 and 6 team have also been learning in 

the Life Ed classroom. They have been finding out about hygiene, how we change as we grow and they have been finding out about 

empathy. Some of the Year 7 and 8 students have been to Sport Camp. We know they will have given their best efforts.  

 

Year 5 EOTC & Year 6 Camp  

Wednesday - Friday - Week 2 of term 4. EOTC and Camp is almost here! Our Year 5 tamariki are partcipating in off site and on-site activities 

that will require full use of their learner dispositions and STAR values.  Our Year 6 tamariki head out to Chosen Valley for their annual camp. 

Whatever the activity we wish them, and all the adults supporting EOTC and camp the very best for 3 days of super excing fun and fantastic 

experiences. Enjoy challenging yourselves and most importantly have fun! 

We are able to reduce the cost of these opportunities to whānau due to contributions made by the School Board, PTA and sponsors. A big, 

heartfelt thank you for enabling these experiences to happen.   

 

Forward Planning  

We are coming to the time of year where we are thinking about next year. We are looking to plan some exciting 

learning opportunities.  To help us with planning please let us know if you are not coming back to Ōpaheke School in 

2023 for any reason. We love having you in our school whānau and look forward to your return.  

 

Thank you  

It is timely to say a huge thank you as we head off into the next school break. We have a new Board who have taken office and we would like 

to thank the previous Board members for their service to the school and community.  A very warm welcome is extended to our new Board.  

During terms one to three we have had a fantastic team of teachers stepping up into new positions as we awaited the appointment of a new 

Principal. They have done us proud and took on new and additional responsibilities in a very 

challenging time in education. My sincere thanks goes out to the Senior Leadership Team, Miss 

Hamlin, Mrs Laing, Mrs van der Klip and Mrs Williams for learning new roles.  

Finally, thank you to the community, for the trust placed in me to lead the school for three terms. It 

has been an honour to work with you and ensure that our focus has remained on the teaching and 

learning of our tamariki. Together we are making a difference. I am sure that you will all join me in 

sending a very cheery, warm welcome to Jade Tawhiti as he takes over in term four.   
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Sport 

Year 5-8 Athletics Day 

Our Year 5-8 students will participate in an Athletics Day on Thursday 3rd November.  More 
information will be sent out next term. 

       Year 7 & 8 at Sports Camp                               . 

 

On Monday 19th September a 
group of 38 x Year 7 & 8 

students travelled to 
Matamata to participate in 

Sports Camp at Totara 
Spring. There were over 30 

sports that the students 
competed in against seven 

other schools from the North 
Island. It was a busy week of 
sports. Well done to all the 
students who participated 

and thank you to the amazing 
parents that helped and 

supported our team. 

The students had to be challenge 
takers. This saw many of them 
participating in new sports and 

activities. They represented 
Opaheke School with great mana, 
displaying our school expectations 
and sportsmanship on and off the 
playing field.  Everyone was very 

tired by the end of the week.  

  

 

Thank you to our sponsors who 
funded our team hoodies. The 

students looked amazing. 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Our Placings 

 
3rd Croquet 
3rd Bowls 
3rd Foosball 
3rd Archery 
3rd Quality Living 
4th Cheer 
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STAR Award Recipients  

Our Term three focus is Achieving Personal Best.        

Well done to all our students who received awards over the 

last two weeks.  

Great work team! 

Our Term four focus will be Striving for Excellence. 

Gold Award Reading Eggs  

Congratulations to Taylor and Hartaj R9, Lheon R12, Hajun, Morgan 

and Samreen R15, 

Xavier, Sonja, Saatchi 

and Ella JH and David 

R23 who have attained 

gold award certificates 

in Reading Eggs over 

the last two weeks.  So 

much hard work! 

Celebrating! 

Term 3 Week 9 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to Sonja and Hasrat 

R24 and Isla R25 who have attained 

their gold award certificates for 

Mathletics over the last two weeks.  

It takes 20 weeks of consistent effort 

to achieve one of these awards.   So 

much hard work! 

Board Elections 

 

The Board will be running a by-election for a Staff Representative next term.  
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Celebrating Languages at our School 

 

Staying Safe on our 

Roads 

As you know the crossing poles were 
removed from Ōpaheke Road, 
meaning that we have been unable to 
perform Road Patrol with our students. 
In our time of need the local 
community have pulled together to 
ensure our tamariki are safe on the 
roads. Our regular parent patrollers 
have been joined by Miss Horley and 
Mrs van der Klip and volunteers from 
the local area who saw our posts. 
Taking the poles was an irresponsible 
thing to do. It puts all of our children 
at risk. However, it has allowed us to 
see the good also. Thank you to the 
Ōpaheke Community for pulling 
together. It was lovely to see our local 
Māori Warden leading our tamariki to 
safety.  

During the last two weeks we have 
seen some very unsafe driving and 
risky manoeuvres on both Ōpaheke 
Road and Tasman Drive.  Please slow 
down, wait patiently and stay calm.  

It is never ok to be rude to those on 
duty.  

We are all role models to our children 
on the road. They will copy our 
behaviour.  Let’s show them that using 
the crossing, waiting for a safe time to 
cross and being safe is the right thing 
to do.   

Thank you for your kindness and 
support.  

 

Teacher Appreciation Day 
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Today our Year 3 and 4 students particapated in their Cross Country which they have been 

training for this term.  They all did extremely well and should be proud of themselves.  Thank you 

to the whānau who came down to support them.   

 

Special congratulations to the following students 

Year 3 Boys   Year 3 Girls 

1st Luke Wakefield  1st = Lilian Dean 

2nd Chozin Graham  1st = Calais-Reign Froggett 

3rd Viaan Naik  3rd Payton McCartney 

 

Year 4 Boys   Year 4 Girls 

1st Lennon King  1st Ariana Young 

2nd Quinn Hans  2nd Chloe Dodunski 

3rd Damien Williams 3rd Bethany Gardner 

 

Maungarei Cross Country – Our Year 3 & 4s 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

28 Sep Out Of Zone Applications Close 

29 Sep Y5/6 Food For Thought Shared Lunch 

30 Sep Last Day Term 3 - 2.30pm finish 

16-22 Oct Niue Language Week 

17 Oct First Day Term 4 - 8.25am start 

19 Oct Out of Zone Ballot Drawn 

19 Oct Y6 Camp Parent Meeting 6pm 

20 Oct BYOD Evening for Parents 6pm 

21 Oct Gardasil 9 Dose 2 

23-29 Oct Tokelau Language Week 

24 Oct  Labour Day - No School 

25-28 Oct Y5 EOTC / Y6 Camp 

26 Oct PTA Meeting 7pm 

TERM DATES FOR 2022 
Term 3 - Monday 25 July to Friday 30 Sept 

Term 4 - Monday 17 October to Wed 14 Dec 

 TERM DATES FOR 2023 
Term 1 - Wednesday 1 Feb to Thursday 6 Apr 

Term 2 - Monday 24 Apr to Friday 30 June 

Term 3 - Monday 17 July to Friday 22 Sept 

Term 4 - Monday 9 Oct to Friday 15 Dec 

Room Week 9 

R2 Willow 

R3 Johnny 

R4 Monika 

R5 Aria 

R6 Caleb 

R7 Connor 

R8 Avah 

R9 Scarlett 

R10 Rhyder 

R11 Gemma 

R15 AJ 

R16 Twilight 

R21 Hazen 

R22 Vincent 

R23 Jazzleen 

R24 Ethan 

R25 Grace 

R26 Chozin 

Junior Hub Sophia 

Kanuka Prun 

STAR AWARDS 
Term 3 - Achieving Personal Best 

Paid Advertising 

TEACHER ONLY DAYS 
Term 4  - Friday 11 Nov 

HATS 
REQUIRED 

FOR  
TERM 4 

Our school hats are 

required during the 
summer terms one and 

four.  You can purchase 

these at the office for 
$14 each.  We accept 

cash or EFTPOS. 

You can read more 

about our Sun 
Protection Policy on 

SchoolDocs.   

Log in details for our 
school can be found on 

our school website: 

https://www.opaheke.sc
hool.nz/opaheke-

school-policies-2/  


