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We look forward to seeing your child at school by 8.25am ready 

to learn each day. 
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Kia ora koutou katoa and warm greetings to you all.  

Happy campers 

I had the pleasure of spending a day at Chosen Valley with the Year 6 

campers. On arrival, our tamariki were immersed in a range of fun activities. 

Some were testing their physical limits on a Ninja course, floundering in an 

assortment of questionable raft designs, zooming down hills in go-karts, or 
racing around the orienteering course. Amongst the fun and excitement 

were snippets of camping magic. You see, before the group departed, I 

challenged everybody to have a GREAT camp. For our confident ones that 

may have meant giving everything a go, but also for those children to step 

up and awhi (support) our not so confident ones, so they too had a GREAT 

camp. A handful of behind the scenes student success stories were relayed to 

me via Mrs van der Klip. In amongst these stories lay the input of the parents 

at camp. Offering constant words of encouragement or doing an activity 
alongside the child. If you have been a camp parent before you know what I 

mean. But, thank you for playing your part in making camp GREAT for every 

child. A big mihi to Mrs van der Klip, Miss Marquet, Mrs Hippolite and Mrs 

Stride for organising and running a superb camp. My final thank you must go 

to Mrs van der Klip for letting me go down the waterslide. 

 

Family Fun Night 

Thank you to the families who attended last Friday evenings Family Fun Night. It was nice to put some parent faces 

to children, and vice versa. The student councillors did a good job running the games. It seemed that dodge ball 

and tug of war were the favourites. A big thank you to the PTA for making it all happen and to the parent volunteers 

for rolling up their sleeves and helping out on the food stalls and BBQ. 

 

Go girls! 

What can you say about our Blackferns rugby team? Like most of the country, I watched their semifinal encounter 

against an imposing French team. What became very clear early on was that woman for woman, France were the 

better equipped rugby team. They were skilled, physical, and discliplined. However, one of the more fascinating and 

probably most misunderstood elements of top level sport, the effect of heart and mental fortitude, came to the 

forefront. That alone, mixed with moments of sheer brilliance was enough for our girls to dig deep and overcome 
France. One could not watch the action without a huge sense of pride. Perhaps, our own ‘men in black’ did a quick 

stocktake after watching their female counterparts, as they returned to their modus operandi against Wales. Kia 

kaha, kia toa to our wahine in this weekend’s final against England. 

 

Noho ora mai, 

Jade Tawhiti. 
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On October the 26
th

 the year sixes in the Rangitoto team went to Chosen Valley camp and returned on the 28th. We 

had many camp meetings with the year six teachers, where we were sorted into cabin, activity and transport groups. 

We all practised several times lining up in our groups when a specific song was played so that we knew what to do 

while at camp. 

At camp we completed many activities including archery, orienteering, team balance, balance island, kayaking, raft 

building, downhill trolleys and a confidence course. For the raft building, for this we split our group in half and each 

group had to make a raft using bamboo sticks, rope and giant containers. Once we were finished, we pushed our 

raft into the lake and as a team we would see if it would float for a certain amount of time while trying to swim with 

our raft to the other side of the pond. 

At the activities we used a range of our school dispositions - Self-regulator, Thinker, Innovator, Challenge taker and 

Collaborator. Each day in the afternoon the students were given a certain  amount of free time to hang out with 

friends, do some optional activities or play board games. The water slide activity was very popular with both the 

children and adults. 

We would also like to say a big thank you to the following businesses, Northcrest Insurance Brokers Ltd and Mark 

from Crème Insurance, for their support with sponsoring students. Also, thank you to New World Papakura for 

supplying us with fruit for us to have for morning and afternoon tea.   

We all had so much fun and this was a great experience for the year six students. Everyone challenged themselves to 

the best of their abilities during their time at Chosen Valley. None of this would have been possible without parent 

help or the teachers’ organisation. Thankyou everyone for sharing this magical experience with us. 

- Tabitha and Ruby 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 

Year 6 Camp 2022 
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Sport 

Counties Touch Tournament 

Last Tuesday 1
st
 November, we had three year 7 and 8 teams representing Ōpaheke School at 

a Counties Touch Tournament. Some of our students are experienced touch players, but most had 
never played before! We were super proud of the effort each team put in. By the end of the day, 
everyone was working well as a team. It was great to see the encouragement for each other, as well as 
for the other schools.  

A BIG shout-out to those parents and teachers who helped transport students to and from Bruce 
Pulman Park. Huge thank you to those who helped out or came and watched; your support is always 
appreciated. 

Swimming 

In Term 4, Maungawhau (Year 
7 & 8) students participate in 
swimming and water safety 
lessons at school. Swimming 
and Water Safety are an 
important part of the New 
Zealand Curriculum and taught in 
schools across Aotearoa. Our country 
is surrounded by water, and it stands 
to reason that all New Zealanders 
should be competent in the water. 
However, in 2021, 90 New Zealanders 
drowned in our water. That was the 
worst year for drowning fatalities since 2011. 

Rooms 1, 2, 3 and Kanuka will swim 3 to 4 
times a week for the remainder of the school 
year. Lessons will be targeted to their needs 
in the water, from learning to swim to 
improving style, speed, and endurance. The 
ideal goal is to have all students able to confidently swim a minimum of 200m. We expect that 
students will participate in swimming as they would any other curriculum lessons. Please ensure 
you send your Year 7 & 8 child to school with their togs daily. If they are unable to swim due to a 
medical reason, or other reason please reach out to the teacher to inform them.  
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 Board Notices 

Teacher Only Day 

Tape the Principal to the Wall 

The 'Tape the Principal to the Wall' fundraiser 
last week was a huge success. All the students 
loved putting their piece of tape on Mr Tawhiti 
to make sure he was stuck to the wall enough to 
be able to take the chairs he was standing on 
away. IT WORKED!!! 
The councillors raised $301 to go towards their 
end of year trip.  

Thank you to everyone who participated.  

Planning for 2023 
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PTA Notices 
The PTA would like to say a huge thank you to all the 
families and whānau who attended the Family Fun Night 
on Friday. It was the first time since Covid began that we 
were able to bring the community together. We were so 
impressed with the amount of people who came along. 
Seeing the tamariki laugh and have fun was what it was all 
about. The smiles on their faces spoke a thousand words. 

A special thanks needs to go out to the volunteers, leaders, 
councillors and teachers who helped make the night what it 
was. We couldn't have done it without you. 

 

STAR Award Recipients  

Our term four focus is ‘Striving for Excellence’.        

Well done to all our students who received awards over the last two weeks.  

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Award Reading Eggs  

Congratulations to Scarlett and Hartaj R9, Ruhi 

R12, Hajun R15, Ella and Xavier JH and Florea R23 

who have attained gold award certificates in 

Reading Eggs over the few two weeks.  So much 

hard work! 

Celebrating! 

Term 4 Week 3 

Term 4 Week 4 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to Braith and Louise R1, Ryker 

R21, Sehaj R22, Eli R23, Alan R24 and Damien R25 

who have attained their gold award certificates 

for Mathletics over the last few weeks.  It takes 20 

weeks of consistent effort to achieve one of these 

awards.   So much hard work! 

Ōpaheke School PTA end of year Grocery Raffle. 
The PTA are running an end of year Grocery Raffle and would like to 
ask families to please donate grocery items (no fresh or frozen 
produce please). 
Donations for the Grocery raffle would be very much appreciated 
and can be delivered to the school office from today until the 7th 
December. 
Tickets are $2 each and will be drawn on Friday December 9th. 
Tickets coming soon. 
4 x Grocery hampers to be won. 
The more donations you make the bigger the grocery hampers for 4 
lucky winners in these challenging times! 
Proceeds from the raffle will go to Opaheke School to help provide 
our Tamariki with the opportunities they need to thrive.  Thank you 
for your generosity. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

11 Nov Teacher Only Day 

15 Nov North Counties Athletics 

16 Nov Councillor Trip to Rotorua 

18 Nov Rising Foundation Orientation Trip 

22-25 Nov Rising Foundation Camp 

22 Nov Road Patrol Training for 2023 

23 Nov  Scholastic Book Fair Arrives 

24 Nov Digital Tech & Computational Thinking 

  Open Afternoon 

TERM DATES FOR 2022 
Term 4 - Monday 17 October to Wed 14 Dec 

 TERM DATES FOR 2023 
Term 1 - Wednesday 1 Feb to Thursday 6 Apr 

Term 2 - Monday 24 Apr to Friday 30 June 

Term 3 - Monday 17 July to Friday 22 Sept 

Term 4 - Monday 9 Oct to Friday 15 Dec 

Paid Advertising 

TEACHER ONLY DAY 
Term 4  - Friday 11 Nov 

Room Week 1 Week 2 

R1 Elizabeth Luca 

R2 Kristile Hayden 

R3 Harlan Clarissa 

R4 John Jade 

R5 Ollie Aria 

R6 Haukawarua Blake 

R7 Connor Alex 

R8 Skylah Ike 

R9 Izayah Charlotte 

R10 Marlee-Jane Niko 

R11 Roman Ishman 

R12 Ruhi Max 

R15 Ava Luna 

R16 Brooklyn Shanav 

R21 Hazen Antonio 

R22 Athena Katelyn 

R23 Lana Theia 

R24 Aurora Gurnoor 

R25 Chloe Pearl 

R26 Lincoln Chozin 

Junior Hub Maia-Jade Ella 

Kanuka Lily F Lily T 

STAR AWARDS 

Term 4 - Striving for Excellence 


